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This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and
controls on biodiversity. The author describes major trends in species richness,
along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various possible explanations
for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-
handed and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and
habitat loss are considered, along with current strategies for preserving what we
have.

This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness
patterns and their explanations. As well as the present day world, it deals with
diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species richness, and the
difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The
scientifically compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered
in depth.

Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet
eminently comprehensible overview of the ecology and biogeography of species
richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of earlier texts, without
sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.

Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of
latitudinal gradients, including a description of major features of the striking
gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule, explanations, major theories
and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of time,
including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns,
ecosystem changes during mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on
species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots and local scale patterns in
species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the
process of identifying new life forms. The last three chapters cover humans and
extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and global change, including
the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including
parks, gene banks and laws.
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This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and controls on biodiversity. The
author describes major trends in species richness, along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various
possible explanations for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-handed
and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and habitat loss are considered, along with
current strategies for preserving what we have.

This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness patterns and their explanations. As
well as the present day world, it deals with diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species
richness, and the difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The scientifically
compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered in depth.

Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet eminently comprehensible
overview of the ecology and biogeography of species richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of
earlier texts, without sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.

Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of latitudinal gradients, including a
description of major features of the striking gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule,
explanations, major theories and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of
time, including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns, ecosystem changes during
mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots
and local scale patterns in species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the process of identifying new life
forms. The last three chapters cover humans and extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and
global change, including the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including parks,
gene banks and laws.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

“This book is about patterns in species numbers across space and time. … reading this book can also be a
joy, simply because of its simplicity. … The references … are mostly well chosen. … Overall, ‘Species
Richness’ can be recommended to readers that are non-ecologists or otherwise new to the subject.”
(Christoph Scherber, Basic and Applied Ecology, Vol. 11, 2010)

“For scientists like Adams (Rutgers), understanding the rules that govern how species are arranged and
interact becomes a life’s work. In this volume, he deftly synthesizes the state of knowledge that has grown
dramatically over the last 80 years thanks to the work of hundreds of ecologists. … This is an exceptionally
readable, engagingly written overview … of the most integral questions in ecology and biology today.
Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above, general readers.” (D.
Flaspohler, Choice, Vol. 47 (5), January, 2010)

“Adams begins his book with a brief introduction of his aims. … Adams has organized his book around
major themes in research on diversity. … Adams book is a good one easy to read, well balanced and
interesting. I would use it in my class … . May this book help to educate another generation of students to
think of a diversity of species as a kind of richness.” (Robert R. Dunn, Ecology, Vol. 91 (6), 2010)

From the Back Cover

This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and controls on biodiversity. The
author describes major trends in species richness, along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various
possible explanations for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-handed
and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and habitat loss are considered, along with
current strategies for preserving what we have.

This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness patterns and their explanations. As
well as the present day world, it deals with diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species
richness, and the difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The scientifically
compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered in depth.

Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet eminently comprehensible
overview of the ecology and biogeography of species richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of
earlier texts, without sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.

Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of latitudinal gradients, including a
description of major features of the striking gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule,
explanations, major theories and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of
time, including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns, ecosystem changes during



mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots
and local scale patterns in species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the process of identifying new life
forms. The last three chapters cover humans and extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and
global change, including the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including parks,
gene banks and laws.

About the Author

Assistant Professor in Ecology, Rutgers University, New Jersey. About 50 published papers in many
different aspects of eology, including species richness, e.g. Adams and Woodward 1989, in Natur. Work on
basis of latitudinal gradients, and influence of glacial history. Current work on Janzen-Connell hypothesis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

This Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books) book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer
Praxis Books) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis
Books) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life
(Springer Praxis Books) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

John King:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life
(Springer Praxis Books) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Rosalyn Kendall:

The actual book Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this article book.



George Gentry:

Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial thinking.
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