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A young mortician goes behind the scenes, unafraid of the gruesome (and
fascinating) details of her curious profession.

Most people want to avoid thinking about death, but Caitlin Doughty?a twenty-
something with a degree in medieval history and a flair for the macabre?took a
job at a crematory, turning morbid curiosity into her life’s work. Thrown into a
profession of gallows humor and vivid characters (both living and very dead),
Caitlin learned to navigate the secretive culture of those who care for the
deceased.

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes tells an unusual coming-of-age story full of bizarre
encounters and unforgettable scenes. Caring for dead bodies of every color,
shape, and affliction, Caitlin soon becomes an intrepid explorer in the world of
the dead. She describes how she swept ashes from the machines (and sometimes
onto her clothes) and reveals the strange history of cremation and undertaking,
marveling at bizarre and wonderful funeral practices from different cultures.

Her eye-opening, candid, and often hilarious story is like going on a journey with
your bravest friend to the cemetery at midnight. She demystifies death, leading us
behind the black curtain of her unique profession. And she answers questions you
didn’t know you had: Can you catch a disease from a corpse? How many dead
bodies can you fit in a Dodge van? What exactly does a flaming skull look like?

Honest and heartfelt, self-deprecating and ironic, Caitlin's engaging style makes
this otherwise taboo topic both approachable and engrossing. Now a licensed
mortician with an alternative funeral practice, Caitlin argues that our fear of
dying warps our culture and society, and she calls for better ways of dealing with
death (and our dead).
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A young mortician goes behind the scenes, unafraid of the gruesome (and fascinating) details of her
curious profession.

Most people want to avoid thinking about death, but Caitlin Doughty?a twenty-something with a degree in
medieval history and a flair for the macabre?took a job at a crematory, turning morbid curiosity into her
life’s work. Thrown into a profession of gallows humor and vivid characters (both living and very dead),
Caitlin learned to navigate the secretive culture of those who care for the deceased.

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes tells an unusual coming-of-age story full of bizarre encounters and unforgettable
scenes. Caring for dead bodies of every color, shape, and affliction, Caitlin soon becomes an intrepid
explorer in the world of the dead. She describes how she swept ashes from the machines (and sometimes
onto her clothes) and reveals the strange history of cremation and undertaking, marveling at bizarre and
wonderful funeral practices from different cultures.

Her eye-opening, candid, and often hilarious story is like going on a journey with your bravest friend to the
cemetery at midnight. She demystifies death, leading us behind the black curtain of her unique profession.
And she answers questions you didn’t know you had: Can you catch a disease from a corpse? How many
dead bodies can you fit in a Dodge van? What exactly does a flaming skull look like?

Honest and heartfelt, self-deprecating and ironic, Caitlin's engaging style makes this otherwise taboo topic
both approachable and engrossing. Now a licensed mortician with an alternative funeral practice, Caitlin
argues that our fear of dying warps our culture and society, and she calls for better ways of dealing with
death (and our dead).
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Editorial Review

Review
“[Doughty’s] sincere, hilarious, and perhaps life-altering memoir is a must-read for anyone who plans on
dying.” (Katharine Fronk - Booklist, Starred review)

“Caitlin Doughty is best known for her YouTube series Ask a Mortician, and she brings the same charisma
and drollery to her essay collection Smoke Gets in Your Eyes. Think Sloane Crosley meets Six Feet Under.”
(Kevin Nguyen - Grantland)

“Entertaining and thought-provoking.” (Julia Jenkins - Shelf Awareness)

“Demonically funny dispatches.” (O Magazine)

“Morbid and illuminating.” (Entertainment Weekly)

“A book as graphic and morbid as this one could easily suck its readers into a bout of sorrow, but Doughty?a
trustworthy tour guide through the repulsive and wondrous world of death?keeps us laughing.” (Rachel
Lubitz - Washington Post)

“Doughty reels you in with wonderful anecdotes about her work. Intermixed with the humor is a love of life
that will make you reconsider how our culture treats the dead.” (San Francisco Chronicle)

About the Author
Mortician Caitlin Doughty?host and creator of “Ask a Mortician” and the New York Times best-selling
author of Smoke Gets in Your Eyes?founded the death acceptance collective The Order of the Good Death
and co-founded Death Salon. She lives in Los Angeles, where she runs her nonprofit funeral home,
Undertaking LA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other
Lessons from the Crematory will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?



Leona Ferretti:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons
from the Crematory to read.

Marlene Childs:

The e-book with title Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Nathan Strong:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory can be your answer
as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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