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Rousseau's Critique of Science argues that the First Discourse is an
indispensable work, both for those interested in understanding Rousseau's
philosophical system, and for those interested in the political consequences of the
modern liberal democratic commitment to scientific progress. Through two
simultaneous readings of the Discourse?a "naïve" reading that examines
Rousseau's arguments in isolation, and a "sophisticated" reading that interprets
these arguments in the light of Rousseau's later systematic works?the
commentary pursues answers to four questions, about the basis of Rousseau's
thesis that scientific progress contributes to moral corruption, about the origin
and method of Rousseau's philosophical system, about the place of the Discourse
in Rousseau's system, and about the consequences of Rousseau's critique of
science for the future happiness of mankind.

In this pursuit, the commentary follows the order of the Discourse itself, and is
organized into two sections and nine chapters: an introduction; seven topical
chapters, each treating a theme raised by the Discourse; and a conclusion. In
answer to its four guiding questions, it concludes that Rousseau's thesis is based
on his understanding of the nature of the interaction of reason and vanity; that
Rousseau's system originates in introspection and is established by a non-
historical method of analysis and synthesis; that the Discourse is an
indispensable part of Rousseau's system because it spells out the beginnings of
this analysis and the conclusions of this synthesis, and through the limitations of
its arguments points to the entire extent of his system; and that as a result
Rousseau's critique of science has much to teach us about the dangers involved in
our political commitment to scientific progress, and about the ways in which the
future happiness of mankind might be secured.
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Rousseau's Critique of Science argues that the First Discourse is an indispensable work, both for those
interested in understanding Rousseau's philosophical system, and for those interested in the political
consequences of the modern liberal democratic commitment to scientific progress. Through two
simultaneous readings of the Discourse?a "naïve" reading that examines Rousseau's arguments in isolation,
and a "sophisticated" reading that interprets these arguments in the light of Rousseau's later systematic
works?the commentary pursues answers to four questions, about the basis of Rousseau's thesis that scientific
progress contributes to moral corruption, about the origin and method of Rousseau's philosophical system,
about the place of the Discourse in Rousseau's system, and about the consequences of Rousseau's critique of
science for the future happiness of mankind.

In this pursuit, the commentary follows the order of the Discourse itself, and is organized into two sections
and nine chapters: an introduction; seven topical chapters, each treating a theme raised by the Discourse; and
a conclusion. In answer to its four guiding questions, it concludes that Rousseau's thesis is based on his
understanding of the nature of the interaction of reason and vanity; that Rousseau's system originates in
introspection and is established by a non-historical method of analysis and synthesis; that the Discourse is an
indispensable part of Rousseau's system because it spells out the beginnings of this analysis and the
conclusions of this synthesis, and through the limitations of its arguments points to the entire extent of his
system; and that as a result Rousseau's critique of science has much to teach us about the dangers involved in
our political commitment to scientific progress, and about the ways in which the future happiness of mankind
might be secured.
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Editorial Review

Review
In Rousseau's Critique of Science, Jeff Black gives careful exploration to the tension created by Rousseau's
ancient, pre-modern and modern sensibilities and the influence of each on his critique of the sciences and
arts. Black's remarkably detailed and attentive look at one of Rousseau's less examined works is a valuable
addition to the body of literature on Rousseau's First Discourse. (Sally Campbell, Concord University)

A rich and comprehensive study of Rousseau's First Discourse; the best introduction I know. (Susan Shell,
Boston College)

[Rousseau's Critique of Science] makes a real and needed contribution to our understanding of Rousseau and
will stimulate serious thought about some important or even defining themes of late modernity. It will be of
interest to Rousseau specialists in several disciplines and to serious students of political philosophy.
(Lawrence D. Cooper, Carleton College)

About the Author
Jeff J. S. Black is a tutor at St. John's College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Natalie Renz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Rousseau's Critique of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on
the Sciences and the Arts. Try to make book Rousseau's Critique of Science: A Commentary on the
Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Josefina Roundtree:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Rousseau's
Critique of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.



Marian Dyer:

This Rousseau's Critique of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Rousseau's
Critique of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rousseau's Critique
of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Debbie Gray:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Rousseau's Critique of
Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Rousseau's Critique of Science: A Commentary on the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts become your
own personal starter.
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