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In Prehistory, the award-winning archaeologist and renowned scholar Colin
Renfrew covers human existence before the advent of written records–which is to
say, the overwhelming majority of our time here on earth. But Renfrew also
opens up to discussion, and even debate, the term “prehistory” itself, giving an
incisive, concise, and lively survey of the past, and how scholars and scientists
labor to bring it to light.

Renfrew begins by looking at prehistory as a discipline, particularly how
developments of the past century and a half–advances in archaeology and
geology; Darwin’s ideas of evolution; discoveries of artifacts and fossil evidence
of our human ancestors; and even more enlightened museum and collection
curatorship–have fueled continuous growth in our knowledge of prehistory. He
details how breakthroughs such as radiocarbon dating and DNA analysis have
helped us to define humankind’s past–how things have changed–much more
clearly than was possible just a half century ago. Answers for why things have
changed, however, continue to elude us, so Renfrew discusses some of the issues
and challenges past and present that confront the study of prehistory and its
investigators.

In the book’s second part, Renfrew shifts the narrative focus, offering a summary
of human prehistory from early hominids to the rise of literate civilization that is
refreshingly free from conventional wisdom and grand “unified” theories. The
author’s own case studies encompass a vast geographical and chronological
range–the Orkney Islands, the Balkans, the Indus Valley, Peru, Ireland, and
China–and help to explain the formation and development of agriculture and
centralized societies. He concludes with a fascinating chapter on early writing
systems, “From Prehistory to History.”

In this invaluable, brief account of human development prior to the last four
millennia, Colin Renfrew delivers a meticulously researched and passionately
argued chronicle about our life on earth, and our ongoing quest to understand it.
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In Prehistory, the award-winning archaeologist and renowned scholar Colin Renfrew covers human existence
before the advent of written records–which is to say, the overwhelming majority of our time here on earth.
But Renfrew also opens up to discussion, and even debate, the term “prehistory” itself, giving an incisive,
concise, and lively survey of the past, and how scholars and scientists labor to bring it to light.

Renfrew begins by looking at prehistory as a discipline, particularly how developments of the past century
and a half–advances in archaeology and geology; Darwin’s ideas of evolution; discoveries of artifacts and
fossil evidence of our human ancestors; and even more enlightened museum and collection curatorship–have
fueled continuous growth in our knowledge of prehistory. He details how breakthroughs such as radiocarbon
dating and DNA analysis have helped us to define humankind’s past–how things have changed–much more
clearly than was possible just a half century ago. Answers for why things have changed, however, continue
to elude us, so Renfrew discusses some of the issues and challenges past and present that confront the study
of prehistory and its investigators.

In the book’s second part, Renfrew shifts the narrative focus, offering a summary of human prehistory from
early hominids to the rise of literate civilization that is refreshingly free from conventional wisdom and
grand “unified” theories. The author’s own case studies encompass a vast geographical and chronological
range–the Orkney Islands, the Balkans, the Indus Valley, Peru, Ireland, and China–and help to explain the
formation and development of agriculture and centralized societies. He concludes with a fascinating chapter
on early writing systems, “From Prehistory to History.”

In this invaluable, brief account of human development prior to the last four millennia, Colin Renfrew
delivers a meticulously researched and passionately argued chronicle about our life on earth, and our
ongoing quest to understand it.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled
Prehistory: The Making of the Human Mind (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 30)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Darcie Hartman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this Prehistory: The Making of the Human Mind (Modern Library
Chronicles Series Book 30), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Santos Ball:

The book untitled Prehistory: The Making of the Human Mind (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 30)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice examine.

Brandy Felts:

You can find this Prehistory: The Making of the Human Mind (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 30)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get



difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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