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Starting with Salman Rushdie's assertion that even though something is always
lost in translation, something can always be gained, Martha Cutter examines the
trope of translation in twenty English-language novels and autobiographies by
contemporary ethnic American writers. She argues that these works advocate a
politics of language diversity--a literary and social agenda that validates the
multiplicity of ethnic cultures and tongues in the United States.

Cutter studies works by Asian American, Native American, African American,
and Mexican American authors. She argues that translation between cultures,
languages, and dialects creates a new language that, in its diversity, constitutes
the true heritage of the United States. Through the metaphor of translation, Cutter
demonstrates, writers such as Maxine Hong Kingston, Sherman Alexie, Toni
Morrison, and Richard Rodriguez establish a place within American society for
the many languages spoken by multiethnic and multicultural individuals.

Cutter concludes with an analysis of contemporary debates over language policy,
such as English-only legislation, the recognition of Ebonics, and the growing
acceptance of bilingualism. The focus on translation by so many multiethnic
writers, she contends, offers hope in our postmodern culture for a new condition
in which creatively fused languages renovate the communications of the
dominant society and create new kinds of identity for multicultural individuals.
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Editorial Review

Review
Although there have been numerous studies on translation in recent decades, Cutter's work is distinct and
makes a significant contribution to the field with her sweeping analysis of a broader American literary
phenomenon of cultural translation. Her scholarship widens this field as well as American literary studies in
general.--Jonathan Brennan, editor of When Brer Rabbit Meets Coyote: African-Native American Literature

From the Inside Flap
Starting with Salman Rushdie's statement that even though something is always lost in translation, something
can also be gained, Cutter examines the trope of translation in twenty English-language novels and
autobiographies by contemporary African American, Asian American, Native American, and Mexican
American writers. She argues that these works advocate a politics of language diversity--a literary and social
agenda that validates the multiplicity of ethnic cultures and tongues in the United States. She concludes with
an anlysis of contemporary debates over language policy, such as English-only legislation, Ebonics, and
bilingualism.

About the Author
Martha J. Cutter is associate professor of English at Kent State University and author of Unruly Tongue:
Language and Identity in American Women's Writing, 1850-1930.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Lost and
Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language Diversity?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Luther Roberts:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Lost and
Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language Diversity
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Lost
and Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language Diversityis
the main one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the



represented of the world within this book.

Marilyn Chambers:

The guide untitled Lost and Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics
of Language Diversity is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Lost and Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language
Diversity from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sarah Petty:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Lost and Found in Translation:
Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language Diversity to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is
to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Lost and
Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of Language Diversity can to
be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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