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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a
contemporary English observer, John Taylor, who spent some months on the
island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library of Jamaica, and
has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the
Spaniards, about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the
subsequent society, including the treatment of slaves. There are sections on the
island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full description of
Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to
other such collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds,
beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image of the island before the general spread
of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he also makes
many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one
in which certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose
main features will be entirely familiar to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's
meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he provides
an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850
pages and was in three volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1
and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich tapestry of Taylor's observations and
notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains autobiographical
material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a
glossary. The text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or
to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and itscolorful history. Co-published with
the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a contemporary English observer,
John Taylor, who spent some months on the island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library
of Jamaica, and has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the Spaniards,
about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the subsequent society, including the
treatment of slaves. There are sections on the island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full
description of Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to other such
collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds, beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image
of the island before the general spread of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he
also makes many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one in which
certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose main features will be entirely familiar
to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he
provides an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850 pages and was in three
volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1 and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich
tapestry of Taylor's observations and notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains
autobiographical material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a glossary. The
text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and
itscolorful history. Co-published with the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Buisseret is Garrett Professor of History, University of Texas, Arlington. He has taught at a variety of
institutions, including the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, from 1964 to 1980, and served as editor of
the Jamaican Historical Review and is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Here thing why this particular Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript
at the National Library of Jamaica giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the
National Library of Jamaica. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National
Library of Jamaica in e-book can be your alternative.

James Peters:

The actual book Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor
Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Matthew Brown:

The actual book Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.



Lawrence Abbate:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at
the National Library of Jamaica is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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