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A comprehensive history of Islam and the diverse beliefs and practices of
Muslims, written by one of the most eminent historians of Islam working
today

Carole Hillenbrand, long acknowledged as a preeminent authority on Islam, has
now written a superb introduction to this great world religion, a book that
promises to be the most lucid, nuanced text of its kind on the market. Beginning
with the life of Muhammad, Hillenbrand firmly establishes in historical and
global context the beliefs and ideals of Muslims and the branches and movements
within the faith. Rather than portraying Islam as a monolithic entity, Hillenbrand
emphasizes its diversity and variety. Featured chapters include, but are not
limited to: Law, Diversity, Sufism, Jihad, and Women. Finally, a concluding
chapter on Islam in the globalized twenty-first century is bound to appeal to
instructors and students alike. 79 color illustrations
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Editorial Review

Review
“Since 9/11, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of texts focusing on Islam and Muslims in the
contemporary world, but high-quality references (like this one) are always a welcome addition. . . .
Recommended for high school students, undergraduate introductory courses on Islam, and general readers
interested in the subject . . . ” (Library Journal)

About the Author
Carole Hillenbrand is an eminent authority on Islam. She is currently Professor Emerita in Islamic History at
the University of Edinburgh and Professor of Islamic History at the University of St Andrews. She has
previously taught at Dartmouth College, NH and Washington University in St. Louis, MO. In 2005 she was
the first non-Muslim to be awarded the King Faisal International Prize for Islamic Studies, and in 2009 she
received the Order of the British Empire in the New Year’s Honors List for Services to Higher Education.
She has written a number of books on the subject, including the internationally successful The Crusades:
Islamic Perspectives, and has published more than sixty articles on aspects of Islamic history and thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and Practices in
Historical Perspective book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donald Worsley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and Practices in Historical Perspective your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and Practices in Historical
Perspective giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?



Richard Vaccaro:

Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and Practices in Historical Perspective can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and Practices in Historical Perspective but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Eduardo Fernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Introduction to Islam: Beliefs and
Practices in Historical Perspective.
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