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In acertain sense this book has been twenty-five years in the writing, since |l first
struggled with the foundations of the subject as a graduate student. It has taken
that long to develop a deep appreciation of what Gibbs was attempting to convey
to us near the end of hislife and to understand fully the same ideas as resurrected
by E.T. Jaynes much later. Many classes of students were destined to help me
sharpen these thoughts before | finally felt confident that, for me at least, the
foundations of the subject had been clarified sufficiently. More than anything,
thiswork strives to address the following questions: What is statistical
mechanics? Why is this approach so extraordinarily effective in describing bulk
matter in terms of its constituents? The response given hereisin the form of a
very definite point of view-the principle of maximum entropy (PME). There have
been earlier attempts to approach the subject in this way, to be sure, reflected in
the books by Tribus [Thermostat ics and Thermodynamics, Van Nostrand, 1961],
Baierlein [Atoms and Information Theory, Freeman, 1971], and Hobson
[Concepts in Statistical Mechanics, Gordon and Breach, 1971].
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In a certain sense this book has been twenty-five yearsin the writing, since | first struggled with the
foundations of the subject as a graduate student. It has taken that long to develop a deep appreciation of what
Gibbs was attempting to convey to us near the end of hislife and to understand fully the same ideas as
resurrected by E.T. Jaynes much later. Many classes of students were destined to help me sharpen these
thoughts before | finally felt confident that, for me at least, the foundations of the subject had been clarified
sufficiently. More than anything, this work strives to address the following questions: What is statistical
mechanics? Why is this approach so extraordinarily effective in describing bulk matter in terms of its
constituents? The response given hereisin the form of avery definite point of view-the principle of
maximum entropy (PME). There have been earlier attempts to approach the subject in thisway, to be sure,
reflected in the books by Tribus [ Thermostat ics and Thermodynamics, Van Nostrand, 1961], Baierlein
[Atoms and Information Theory, Freeman, 1971], and Hobson [Concepts in Statistical Mechanics, Gordon
and Breach, 1971].
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cynthia Caron:

The book Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1: Equilibrium Theory (Fundamenta Theories of
Physics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1: Equilibrium
Theory (Fundamental Theories of Physics) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like available and read a book Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1. Equilibrium Theory
(Fundamental Theories of Physics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Brady:

This book untitled Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1: Equilibrium Theory (Fundamental Theories
of Physics) to be one of several books that will best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this
publication you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Suanne Bar nwell:

This Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1: Equilibrium Theory (Fundamental Theories of Physics) is
brand new way for you who has interest to ook for some information as it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1: Equilibrium Theory (Fundamental Theories of Physics)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publicationis
the answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
in addition to knowledge.



John Edmondson:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Foundations of Statistical Mechanics, Vol. 1. Equilibrium Theory (Fundamental Theories
of Physics) when you required it?
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