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This sumptuous book traces the rise and fall of one of the ancient world's largest
and richest empires. Encompassing a rich diversity of different peoples and
cultures, Persia's Achaeminid Empire flourished between 550 and 331 B.C. The
empire originated with Cyrus the Great (559-530 B.C.) and expanded under his
successors, who ruled from the royal capitals of Susa and Persepolis, until at its
peak it stretched from the Indus Valley to Greece and from the Caspian Sea to
Egypt. The Achaeminids acted as a bridge between the earlier Near Eastern
cultures and the later Classical world of the Mediterranean and had a profound
influence on Greece in political, military, economic, and cultural fields.
Forgotten Empire was created in association with the British Museum, which is
mounting the most comprehensive exhibit ever staged on the Achaeminids. This
book opens a window onto the wealth and splendor of Persian society—its rich
palaces, exquisite craftsmanship, and sophisticated learning. Showcasing an
unprecedented loan of unique material from the National Museum of
Tehran—most of which has never before been presented outside of Iran—this
beautifully illustrated and produced book demonstrates why the sculpture, glazed
panels, gold vessels, and jewelry of the Achaeminids rank among the finest ever
produced.

Because the palace was central to imperial life, remains from the royal sites of
Susa and Persepolis are a major focus. Forgotten Empire is divided into sections
such as the expansion of the Persian Empire, arms and warfare, trade and
commerce, writing, luxury dinner services, jewelry, religious and burial customs,
and the rediscovery of ancient Persia.
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This sumptuous book traces the rise and fall of one of the ancient world's largest and richest empires.
Encompassing a rich diversity of different peoples and cultures, Persia's Achaeminid Empire flourished
between 550 and 331 B.C. The empire originated with Cyrus the Great (559-530 B.C.) and expanded under
his successors, who ruled from the royal capitals of Susa and Persepolis, until at its peak it stretched from the
Indus Valley to Greece and from the Caspian Sea to Egypt. The Achaeminids acted as a bridge between the
earlier Near Eastern cultures and the later Classical world of the Mediterranean and had a profound influence
on Greece in political, military, economic, and cultural fields. Forgotten Empire was created in association
with the British Museum, which is mounting the most comprehensive exhibit ever staged on the
Achaeminids. This book opens a window onto the wealth and splendor of Persian society—its rich palaces,
exquisite craftsmanship, and sophisticated learning. Showcasing an unprecedented loan of unique material
from the National Museum of Tehran—most of which has never before been presented outside of Iran—this
beautifully illustrated and produced book demonstrates why the sculpture, glazed panels, gold vessels, and
jewelry of the Achaeminids rank among the finest ever produced.

Because the palace was central to imperial life, remains from the royal sites of Susa and Persepolis are a
major focus. Forgotten Empire is divided into sections such as the expansion of the Persian Empire, arms
and warfare, trade and commerce, writing, luxury dinner services, jewelry, religious and burial customs, and
the rediscovery of ancient Persia.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Like walking through a museum with expert scholars giving live commentary; this book has all the perks
one could ask for.”
(Theo Philogue Blog 2009-05-19)

About the Author

John Curtis is Keeper of the Ancient Near Eastern department at the British Museum. He has written
extensively on Iran, Mesopotamia (Iraq), and the Ancient Near East. Nigel Tallis is Special Assistant in the
Near Eastern department at the British Museum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Forgotten Empire: The World of Ancient Persia.

Christopher Cunningham:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Forgotten Empire: The World of
Ancient Persia is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Helen Tate:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Forgotten Empire: The World
of Ancient Persia which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.



Michael Robinson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Forgotten Empire: The
World of Ancient Persia.
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