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This accessible text will show students and class teachers how they can enable
their pupils to become critical thinkers through the medium of picturebooks. By
introducing children to the notion of making-meaning together through thinking
and discussion, Roche focuses on carefully chosen picturebooks as a stimulus for
discussion, and shows how they can constitute an accessible, multimodal
resource for adding to literacy skills, while at the same time developing in pupils
a far wider range of literary understanding.

By allowing time for thinking about and digesting the pictures as well as the text,
and then engaging pupils in classroom discussion, this book highlights a
powerful means of developing children’s oral language ability, critical thinking,
and visual literacy, while also acting as a rich resource for developing children’s
literary understanding. Throughout, Roche provides rich data and examples from
real classroom practice.

This book also provides an overview of recent international research on doing
‘interactive read alouds’, on what critical literacy means, on what critical
thinking means and on picturebooks themselves.

Lecturers on teacher education courses for early years or primary levels,
classroom teachers, pre-service education students, and all those interested in
promoting critical engagement and dialogue about literature will find this an
engaging and very insightful text.
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This accessible text will show students and class teachers how they can enable their pupils to become critical
thinkers through the medium of picturebooks. By introducing children to the notion of making-meaning
together through thinking and discussion, Roche focuses on carefully chosen picturebooks as a stimulus for
discussion, and shows how they can constitute an accessible, multimodal resource for adding to literacy
skills, while at the same time developing in pupils a far wider range of literary understanding.

By allowing time for thinking about and digesting the pictures as well as the text, and then engaging pupils
in classroom discussion, this book highlights a powerful means of developing children’s oral language
ability, critical thinking, and visual literacy, while also acting as a rich resource for developing children’s
literary understanding. Throughout, Roche provides rich data and examples from real classroom practice.

This book also provides an overview of recent international research on doing ‘interactive read alouds’, on
what critical literacy means, on what critical thinking means and on picturebooks themselves.

Lecturers on teacher education courses for early years or primary levels, classroom teachers, pre-service
education students, and all those interested in promoting critical engagement and dialogue about literature
will find this an engaging and very insightful text.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is exactly what it claims to be on the cover – it is a well-mapped guide for classroom teachers,
students or parents who are looking for ways to engage young students in reading activities that will develop
their critical literacy and their critical thinking skills. […] I would recommend this book to all primary
school teachers, as well as to second-level English and SEN teachers." – Jean Johnston, ILSA Quarterly

"The voices of children and teachers, richly engaged with picturebooks, resound enthrallingly in this
enthusiastic, thoughtful and superbly well-informed account of productive classroom practice." - UKLA
Academic Book Award Panel

"This book brings together into one voice the best of an academic, scholar and educational practitioner
working to develop the quality of the educational experience for children in circumstances where values of
humanity often seem to be, at best ignored, and at worst felt to be voilating contradictions" - Mary
Huxtable, Educational Journal of Living Theories

"I would cerntainly recommend this book for teachers eager to put their students at the heart of an authentic
learning environment where teachers and pupils create and negotiate meaning together" - Duncan
McCarthy, InTouch Magazine

"Mary Roche has created a bright, engaging, and academically rigorous study of the powerful role that
picture books play in the primary classroom. She has just been highly commended for its significant
contribution to the teaching of English at the UKLA academic book awards. " - Martin Galway, Herts for
Learning

About the Author

Mary Roche is Senior Lecturer in Education at St. Patrick’s College, Thurles, Ireland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

This Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early years
students and teachers book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Developing
Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early years students and
teachers without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for
primary and early years students and teachers can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or



bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early years students
and teachers having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Joseph Lunsford:

The book Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early
years students and teachers has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Michael Roberts:

Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early years students
and teachers can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Developing Children’s Critical Thinking
through Picturebooks: A guide for primary and early years students and teachers although doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Gladys Dearth:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Developing Children’s Critical Thinking through Picturebooks: A
guide for primary and early years students and teachers this guide consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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