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John Guillory challenges the most fundamental premises of the canon debate by
resituating the problem of canon formation in an entirely new theoretical
framework. The result is a book that promises to recast not only the debate about
the literary curriculum but also the controversy over "multiculturalism" and the
current "crisis of the humanities." Employing concepts drawn from Pierre
Bourdieu's sociology, Guillory argues that canon formation must be understood
less as a question of the representation of social groups than as a question of the
distribution of "cultural capital" in the schools, which regulate access to literacy,
to the practices of reading and writing.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In Cultural Capital, John Guillory challenges the most fundamental premises of the canon debate by
resituating the problem of canon formation in an entirely new theoretical framework. The result is a book
that promises to recast not only the debate about the literary curriculum but also the controversy over
"multiculturalism" and the current "crisis of the humanities". Guillory argues that canon formation must be
understood less as a question of representing social groups in the canon than of distributing "cultural capital"
in the schools, which regulate access to literacy, the practices of reading and writing. He declines to reduce
the history of canon formation to one of individual reputations or the ideological contents of particular
works, arguing that a critique of the canon fixated on the concept of authorial identity overlooks historical
transformations in the forms of cultural capital that have underwritten judgments of individual authors. The
most important of these transformations is the emergence of "literature" in the later eighteenth century as the
name of the cultural capital of the bourgeoisie. In three case studies, Guillory charts the rise and decline of
the category of "literature" as the organizing principle of canon formation in the modern period. He considers
the institutionalization of the English vernacular canon in eighteenth-century primary schools; the polemic
on behalf of a New Critical modernist canon in the university; and the appearance of a "canon of theory"
supplementing the literary curriculum in the graduate schools and marking the onset of a terminal crisis of
literature as the dominant form of cultural capital in the schools. The final chapter ofCultural Capital
examines recent theories of value judgment, which have strongly reaffirmed cultural relativism as the
necessary implication of canon critique. Contrasting the relativist position with Pierre Bourdieu's very
different sociology of judgment, Guillory concludes that the object of a revisionary critique of aesthetic
evaluation should not be to discredit judgment, but to reform the conditions of its practice in the schools by
universalizing access to the means of literary production and consumption.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Cultural Capital: The Problem of Literary Canon Formation book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Alison McGowan:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. Cultural Capital: The Problem of Literary Canon Formation can be your answer as it can be read by



an individual who have those short time problems.

Rose Miller:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Cultural Capital: The Problem of Literary Canon Formation.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Josette Leonard:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Cultural Capital: The Problem of Literary Canon
Formation was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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