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Common Wealth, Common Good is a study of the political discourse of the
Commonwealth of Poland-Lithuaniain the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries. It argues that the Polish-Lithuanian political tradition was preoccupied
during this period with moral concepts, in particular that of public virtue,
understood as the subordination of private interests to the common good. Polish-
Lithuanian politicians and commentators analysed their politics primarily in
moral terms, arguing that the Commonwealth existed for the promotion of virtue,
and depended for its survival upon on the retention of virtue among rulers and
citizens. They analysed the acute political dysfunction that the Commonwealth
experienced from the late seventeenth century as the result of corruption in the
body palitic. Proposals for reform of the Commonwealth's government aimed at
reversing this corruption and restoring virtuous government in the service of the
common good.

Benedict Wagner-Rundell analyses the most important political treatises,
including reform proposals, of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century,
to demonstrate how virtue was central to contemporaries understanding of the
Commonwealth and its situation. He also argues that a concern with promoting
virtue drove the development of local government during this period, and
animated efforts for reform of the Commonwealth at the Sejm (Parliament) of
1712-13, and during the General Confederation of Tarnogrod of 1715-17, amass
uprising by the Polish-Lithuanian nobility against King Augustus I1. Placing the
subject in international context, Common Wealth, Common Good argues that the
Polish-Lithuanian political tradition's continuing preoccupation with virtue set it
apart from republican traditions el sewhere in early-modern Europe and North
America, where thinkers were beginning to consider whether self-interest could
be harnessed as a positive political force. The Polish-Lithuanian tradition's failure
to match such developments elsewhere in Europe arguably demonstrates its
backwardness: however, its emphasis on the need for political systemsto be
underpinned by shared values still has great relevance today.
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Common Wealth, Common Good is astudy of the palitical discourse of the Commonwealth of Poland-
Lithuaniain the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. It argues that the Polish-Lithuanian political
tradition was preoccupied during this period with moral concepts, in particular that of public virtue,
understood as the subordination of private interests to the common good. Polish-Lithuanian politicians and
commentators analysed their politics primarily in moral terms, arguing that the Commonwealth existed for
the promotion of virtue, and depended for its survival upon on the retention of virtue among rulers and
citizens. They analysed the acute political dysfunction that the Commonwealth experienced from the late
seventeenth century as the result of corruption in the body politic. Proposals for reform of the
Commonwealth's government aimed at reversing this corruption and restoring virtuous government in the
service of the common good.

Benedict Wagner-Rundell analyses the most important political treatises, including reform proposals, of the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth century, to demonstrate how virtue was central to contemporaries
understanding of the Commonwealth and its situation. He also argues that a concern with promoting virtue
drove the devel opment of local government during this period, and animated efforts for reform of the
Commonwealth at the Sgim (Parliament) of 1712-13, and during the General Confederation of Tarnogrod of
1715-17, amass uprising by the Polish-Lithuanian nobility against King Augustus I1. Placing the subject in
international context, Common Wealth, Common Good argues that the Polish-Lithuanian political tradition's
continuing preoccupation with virtue set it apart from republican traditions el sewhere in early-modern
Europe and North America, where thinkers were beginning to consider whether self-interest could be
harnessed as a positive political force. The Polish-Lithuanian tradition's failure to match such developments
elsewhere in Europe arguably demonstrates its backwardness: however, its emphasis on the need for political
systems to be underpinned by shared values still has great relevance today.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Common Wealth, Common Good: The Palitics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania, [is] afine new
addition to the growing anglophone scholarship on the history of the commonwealth."--Renaissance
Quarterly

About the Author

Benedict Wagner-Rundell received a D.Phil in Modern History from the University of Oxford in 2008,
having previoudly studied at Magdalen College, Oxford, and at the Jagiellonian University of Krakow,
Poland. Since completing his D.Phil, he has worked in public service, at HM Treasury and most recently as
First Secretary at the British Embassy in Washington, DC.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rose Cordeiro:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Common Wealth, Common Good: The Politics of Virtuein
Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford Historical Monographs) ended up being making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
Common Wealth, Common Good: The Palitics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford
Historical Monographs) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
while using book Common Wealth, Common Good: The Palitics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-
Lithuania (Oxford Historical Monographs). Y ou never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Mary Goldstein:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any hews even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Common Wealth, Common Good: The Palitics of
Virtuein Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford Historical Monographs) as your daily resource
information.



Michael Berube:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
alot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days aways try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Common Wealth, Common Good: The Palitics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford
Historical Monographs).

Tracy Rojas:

This Common Wealth, Common Good: The Poalitics of Virtuein Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford
Historical Monographs) is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book revea it information
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Common Wealth, Common Good: The
Politics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania (Oxford Historical Monographs) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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