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A Muslim punk house in Buffalo, New York, inhabited by burqa-wearing riot
girls, mohawked Sufis, straightedge Sunnis, Shi’a skinheads, Indonesian skaters,
Sudanese rude boys, gay Muslims, drunk Muslims, and feminists. Their living
room hosts parties and prayers, with a hole smashed in the wall to indicate the
direction of Mecca. Their life together mixes sex, dope, and religion in roughly
equal amounts, expressed in devotion to an Islamo-punk subculture, “taqwacore,”
named for taqwa, an Arabic term for consciousness of the divine.
Originally self-published on photocopiers and spiralbound by hand, The
Taqwacores has now come to be read as a manifesto for Muslim punk rockers
and a “Catcher in the Rye for young Muslims.”

There are three different cover colors; red, white, and blue.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A manifesto for the Muslim punk movement."

"An absolutely fascinating book . . . Michael Muhammad Knight has bravely written what could well
become an essential text."

About the Author
Michael Muhammad Knight converted to Islam at sixteen after reading Malcolm X's biography, and spent
two months at Faisal Mosque in Islamabad, Pakistan. He later left orthodox Islam. His writing regularly
appears in progressive Islamic venues. He lives in Western New York State.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Jehangir Tabari came from California and often spoke of the Muslim punk scene out there’ ‘taqwacore’ as he
called it. Taqwacore bands ran the gamut in attitude and ideology; there were groups like the Bin Qarmats
and the Zaqqums whose lyrics and behavior lurked somewhere between social protest and juvenile
disesteem, but also bands such as Bilal’s Boulder that wouldn’t even allow girls in their shows. Some bands
had high political content and others veered more toward the aloof Sufi end of the spectrum. Jehangir
seemed equally proud of them all, as though nothing in the world could pin him down to an intellectual
commitment. ‘You should see it, yakee,’ he told me once, sitting on the back of his car in a parking lot while
we waited for Fasiq to buy rolling papers. ‘I was at this fuckin’ Mutaweens show in Sacramento and I’m in
the pit, getting tossed around and whatever, and then the music just stops‘bam, just like that, it stops and we
stop slamming into each other, everything just freezes and all you hear is the singer up there reciting ar-
Rahman as beautiful as I’d ever heard, and he just keeps going with it’the whole sura, you know, all the fabi-
ayyi ala irabbikuma tukazibans and shit, and all these hard-ass punks just stand there listening and by the
time he’s done, half of us are in fuckin’ tears, bro.’ ‘Mash’Allah,’ I replied gravely. Yeah, yakee. It’s an
amazing scene of people out there.’

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paula Jackson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Taqwacores to read.

Ana Jara:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Taqwacores reserve written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book.



Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt The Taqwacores as good book but not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Jose Tiernan:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Taqwacores can make you really feel more interested to read.

Jerry Smith:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Taqwacores we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The Taqwacores. You can more appealing
than now.
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