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Why not cohabitate?

Many believe nothing is better for their future marriage than a trial
period—cohabitation. It’s the fastest growing family type in the U.S. So how’s
that working out? Are people truly happier?

Author Glenn Stanton offers a compelling factual case that nearly every area of
health and happiness is increased by marriage and decreased by cohabitation.

With credible data and compassion, Stanton explores the reasons why the
cohabitation trend is growing; outlines its negative outcomes for men, women,
and children; and makes a case for why marriage is still the best arrangement for
the flourishing of couples and society.

This resource is ideal for those who are cohabitating or considering it, as well as
pastors and counselors who need to be able to engage this issue.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Many believe nothing is better for their future marriage than a trial period – cohabitation. It’s the fastest
growing family type in the U.S.  So how’s that working out? Are people truly happier?

Glenn Stanton cites a wealth of research that looks at the effects of cohabitation and marriage on all areas of
health and happiness. The results may surprise you.  Well-done, unbiased science supports the traditional,
Biblical view of the importance of marriage.

If you’re considering moving in together or currently living together, take the time to read this book. See for
yourself the impact your current decisions will have on both your future and that of those you love. You’ll
quickly see that all relationship forms are not equal.  Cohabitation is not “marriage-lite.”  Marriage is an
action, a decision, a statement. Truly, The Ring Makes All the Difference.

“Christians believe traditional marriage matters because it is outlined for us in the pages of sacred
Scripture.  But guess what?  Science, reason, and history are also on our side.  In this excellent book, my
friend Glenn Stanton explains how all of these roads point to the importance of marriage.” ~ Jim Daly,
president – Focus on the Family

“LOVED this book!  An easy and insightful must-read for anybody thinking about living together or getting
married as well as those working with young couples, such as pastors, counselors, or mentors.“ ~ Julie
Baumgardner, president and executive director of First Things First

“This … explains why marriage is different from other relationships like cohabitation, and how marriage
benefits adults and children by signifying clarity about the nature of the commitment between two partners. 
It is both an important and a useful book.”  ~ Scott M. Stanley, research professor, University of Denver;
author, The Power of Commitment

The Ring Makes All the Difference tells us two hard truths: Cohabitation puts adults at risk for marital failure,
and puts children at risk of being exposed to a relational merry-go-round that all too often ends in neglect or
abuse." ~ W. Bradford Wilcox, director of National Marriage Project at the University of Virginia   

GLENN T. STANTON is the director for Family Formation Studies at Focus on the Family. He debates and
lectures extensively on the issues of gender, sexuality, marriage, and parenting at universities and churches
around the country. Glenn is an author and contributor to many books and is quoted as a leading
spokesperson on marriage and family issues. Glenn and his wife have five children and live in Colorado.

About the Author

GLENN T. STANTON is the director of Family Formation Studies at Focus on the Family in Colorado
Springs and a research fellow at the Institute of Marriage amd Family in Ottawa. He debates and lectures
extensively on the issues of gender, sexuality, marriage and parenting at universities and churches around the



world. Stanton served the George W. Bush administration for many years as a consultant on increasing
fatherhood involvement in the Head Start program. Glenn is an author and contributor to many books and is
quoted as a leading spokesperson on marriage and family issues. His latest book, Loving My (LGBT)
Neighbor: Being Friends in Grace and Truth, explores how Christians should interact with gay or lesbian
neighbors in a Christ-honoring way. He is also the author of The Ring Makes All the Difference and Secure
Daughters, Confident Sons: How Parents Guide Their Children into Authentic Masculinity and Femininity.
Stanton is a graduate of the University of West Florida with graduate degrees in philosophy and history. He
now makes his home in Colorado Springs with his wife and five children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Ring Makes All the Difference: The Hidden Consequences of
Cohabitation and the Strong Benefits of Marriage can be very good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Kenny Grant:

The Ring Makes All the Difference: The Hidden Consequences of Cohabitation and the Strong Benefits of
Marriage can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Ring Makes All the Difference: The Hidden Consequences of
Cohabitation and the Strong Benefits of Marriage however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Elmer Pereira:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book The Ring Makes All the Difference: The Hidden Consequences of
Cohabitation and the Strong Benefits of Marriage was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.



Scott Reisinger:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Ring Makes All the Difference: The Hidden Consequences of Cohabitation and the Strong
Benefits of Marriage can make you feel more interested to read.
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