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What is the role of architecture if not to realize a shared vision of the “good life,”
a vision that in the age of architectural modernism shaped—and was shaped
by—a range of ideas about the home?

With The Good Life, Iñaki Ábalos serves as our guide for a tour of seven iconic
twentieth-century homes that represent various concepts for living. Some of the
homes were actually built, while others were merely planned, painted, or created
as part of a film set. We see Mies van der Rohe’s House with Three Patios,
Martin Heidegger’s cabin in the Black Forest, Picasso’s Villa La Californie in
Cannes, and the New York loft that Andy Warhol called The Factory. From the
ultramodern geometric houses and gardens in Jacques Tati’s Mon Oncle, we
travel to the famed hobby-kit house in Buster Keaton’s One Week and on to the
sunny swimming pool and home in David Hockney’s painting A Bigger Splash.
Ábalos guides readers through the key philosophical precepts that likely guided
the creation of these homes, making insightful points about the relationship
between ideas about a particular modern way of living and approaches to
architecture and design. What he concludes is that modernism marks less a
coherent triumph of positivism, as is often assumed, than a loose celebration of
the radical pluralism of the twentieth century.

A fascinating work by one of Spain’s most prominent architects, The Good Life
presents a powerful picture of the concerns that guided the course of architectural
modernism.
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What is the role of architecture if not to realize a shared vision of the “good life,” a vision that in the age of
architectural modernism shaped—and was shaped by—a range of ideas about the home?

With The Good Life, Iñaki Ábalos serves as our guide for a tour of seven iconic twentieth-century homes that
represent various concepts for living. Some of the homes were actually built, while others were merely
planned, painted, or created as part of a film set. We see Mies van der Rohe’s House with Three Patios,
Martin Heidegger’s cabin in the Black Forest, Picasso’s Villa La Californie in Cannes, and the New York
loft that Andy Warhol called The Factory. From the ultramodern geometric houses and gardens in Jacques
Tati’s Mon Oncle, we travel to the famed hobby-kit house in Buster Keaton’s One Week and on to the sunny
swimming pool and home in David Hockney’s painting A Bigger Splash. Ábalos guides readers through the
key philosophical precepts that likely guided the creation of these homes, making insightful points about the
relationship between ideas about a particular modern way of living and approaches to architecture and
design. What he concludes is that modernism marks less a coherent triumph of positivism, as is often
assumed, than a loose celebration of the radical pluralism of the twentieth century.

A fascinating work by one of Spain’s most prominent architects, The Good Life presents a powerful picture
of the concerns that guided the course of architectural modernism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Iñaki Ábalos is codirector of Ábalos + Sentkiewicz Arquitectos. He is professor of architectural design at
the Superior Technical School of Architecture of Madrid and professor in residence of architecture at the
Harvard Graduate School of Design. Paul Hammond is a writer, editor, and translator based in Barcelona.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Aguilar:

The book The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition)? A number of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the
Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Tara Gamboa:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of
Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Good Life: A
Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the
Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Gerald Reed:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Good Life: A
Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of
Modernity (English and Spanish Edition)is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was



inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Joe Williams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity
(English and Spanish Edition) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Download and Read Online The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the
Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos
#HDS2OA76XFL



Read The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity
(English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos for online ebook

The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of
Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos books to read online.

Online The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and
Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos ebook PDF download

The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki
Abalos Doc

The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos Mobipocket

The Good Life: A Guided Visit to the Houses of Modernity (English and Spanish Edition) By Inaki Abalos EPub


