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Winner of the Lincoln Prize

Acclaimed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin illuminates Lincoln's political genius
in this highly original work, as the one-term congressman and prairie lawyer rises
from obscurity to prevail over three gifted rivals of national reputation to become
president.

On May 18, 1860, William H. Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edward Bates, and
Abraham Lincoln waited in their hometowns for the results from the Republican
National Convention in Chicago. When Lincoln emerged as the victor, his rivals
were dismayed and angry.

Throughout the turbulent 1850s, each had energetically sought the presidency as
the conflict over slavery was leading inexorably to secession and civil war. That
Lincoln succeeded, Goodwin demonstrates, was the result of a character that had
been forged by experiences that raised him above his more privileged and
accomplished rivals. He won because he possessed an extraordinary ability to put
himself in the place of other men, to experience what they were feeling, to
understand their motives and desires.

It was this capacity that enabled Lincoln as president to bring his disgruntled
opponents together, create the most unusual cabinet in history, and marshal their
talents to the task of preserving the Union and winning the war.

We view the long, horrifying struggle from the vantage of the White House as
Lincoln copes with incompetent generals, hostile congressmen, and his raucous
cabinet. He overcomes these obstacles by winning the respect of his former
competitors, and in the case of Seward, finds a loyal and crucial friend to see him
through.

This brilliant multiple biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and
how it shaped the most significant presidency in the nation's history.
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Winner of the Lincoln Prize

Acclaimed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin illuminates Lincoln's political genius in this highly original
work, as the one-term congressman and prairie lawyer rises from obscurity to prevail over three gifted rivals
of national reputation to become president.

On May 18, 1860, William H. Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edward Bates, and Abraham Lincoln waited in
their hometowns for the results from the Republican National Convention in Chicago. When Lincoln
emerged as the victor, his rivals were dismayed and angry.

Throughout the turbulent 1850s, each had energetically sought the presidency as the conflict over slavery
was leading inexorably to secession and civil war. That Lincoln succeeded, Goodwin demonstrates, was the
result of a character that had been forged by experiences that raised him above his more privileged and
accomplished rivals. He won because he possessed an extraordinary ability to put himself in the place of
other men, to experience what they were feeling, to understand their motives and desires.

It was this capacity that enabled Lincoln as president to bring his disgruntled opponents together, create the
most unusual cabinet in history, and marshal their talents to the task of preserving the Union and winning the
war.

We view the long, horrifying struggle from the vantage of the White House as Lincoln copes with
incompetent generals, hostile congressmen, and his raucous cabinet. He overcomes these obstacles by
winning the respect of his former competitors, and in the case of Seward, finds a loyal and crucial friend to
see him through.

This brilliant multiple biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and how it shaped the most
significant presidency in the nation's history.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The life and times of Abraham Lincoln have been analyzed and dissected in countless books. Do we need
another Lincoln biography? In Team of Rivals, esteemed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin proves that we do.
Though she can't help but cover some familiar territory, her perspective is focused enough to offer fresh
insights into Lincoln's leadership style and his deep understanding of human behavior and motivation.
Goodwin makes the case for Lincoln's political genius by examining his relationships with three men he
selected for his cabinet, all of whom were opponents for the Republican nomination in 1860: William H.
Seward, Salmon P. Chase, and Edward Bates. These men, all accomplished, nationally known, and
presidential, originally disdained Lincoln for his backwoods upbringing and lack of experience, and were
shocked and humiliated at losing to this relatively obscure Illinois lawyer. Yet Lincoln not only convinced
them to join his administration--Seward as secretary of state, Chase as secretary of the treasury, and Bates as
attorney general--he ultimately gained their admiration and respect as well. How he soothed egos, turned
rivals into allies, and dealt with many challenges to his leadership, all for the sake of the greater good, is
largely what Goodwin's fine book is about. Had he not possessed the wisdom and confidence to select and
work with the best people, she argues, he could not have led the nation through one of its darkest periods.

Ten years in the making, this engaging work reveals why "Lincoln's road to success was longer, more
tortuous, and far less likely" than the other men, and why, when opportunity beckoned, Lincoln was "the best
prepared to answer the call." This multiple biography further provides valuable background and insights into
the contributions and talents of Seward, Chase, and Bates. Lincoln may have been "the indispensable
ingredient of the Civil War," but these three men were invaluable to Lincoln and they played key roles in
keeping the nation intact. --Shawn Carkonen

The Team of Rivals

Team of Rivals doesn't just tell the story of Abraham Lincoln. It is a multiple biography of the entire team of
personal and political competitors that he put together to lead the country through its greatest crisis. Here, Doris
Kearns Goodwin profiles five of the key players in her book, four of whom contended for the 1860 Republican
presidential nomination and all of whom later worked together in Lincoln's cabinet.





1. Edwin M. Stanton
Stanton treated Lincoln with utter contempt at their initial acquaintance when the two men were involved in a
celebrated law case in the summer of 1855. Unimaginable as it might seem after Stanton's demeaning behavior,
Lincoln offered him "the most powerful civilian post within his gift"--the post of secretary of war--at their next
encounter six years later. On his first day in office as Simon Cameron's replacement, the energetic, hardworking
Stanton instituted "an entirely new regime" in the War Department. After nearly a year of disappointment with
Cameron, Lincoln had found in Stanton the leader the War Department desperately needed. Lincoln's choice of
Stanton revealed his singular ability to transcend personal vendetta, humiliation, or bitterness. As for Stanton,
despite his initial contempt for the man he once described as a "long armed Ape," he not only accepted the offer but
came to respect and love Lincoln more than any person outside of his immediate family. He was beside himself
with grief for weeks after the president's death.
2. Salmon P. Chase
Chase, an Ohioan, had been both senator and governor, had played a central role in the formation of the national
Republican Party, and had shown an unflagging commitment to the cause of the black man. No individual felt he
deserved the presidency as a natural result of his past contributions more than Chase himself, but he refused to
engage in the practical methods by which nominations are won. He had virtually no campaign and he failed to
conciliate his many enemies in Ohio itself. As a result, he alone among the candidates came to the convention
without the united support of his own state. Chase never ceased to underestimate Lincoln, nor to resent the fact that
he had lost the presidency to a man he considered his inferior. His frustration with his position as secretary of the
treasury was alleviated only by his his dogged hope that he, rather than Lincoln, would be the Republican nominee
in 1864, and he steadfastly worked to that end. The president put up with Chase's machinations and haughty yet
fundamentally insecure nature because he recognized his superlative accomplishments at treasury. Eventually,
however, Chase threatened to split the Republican Party by continuing to fill key positions with partisans who
supported his presidential hopes. When Lincoln stepped in, Chase tendered his resignation as he had three times
before, but this time Lincoln stunned Chase by calling his bluff and accepting the offer.
3. Abraham Lincoln
When Lincoln won the Republican presidential nomination in 1860 he seemed to have come from nowhere--a
backwoods lawyer who had served one undistinguished term in the House of Representatives and lost two
consecutive contests for the U.S. Senate. Contemporaries attributed his surprising nomination to chance, to his
moderate position on slavery, and to the fact that he hailed from the battleground state of Illinois. But Lincoln's
triumph, particularly when viewed against the efforts of his rivals, owed much to a remarkable, unsuspected
political acuity and an emotional strength forged in the crucible of hardship and defeat. That Lincoln, after winning
the presidency, made the unprecedented decision to incorporate his eminent rivals into his political family, the
cabinet, was evidence of an uncanny self-confidence and an indication of what would prove to others a most
unexpected greatness.
4. William H. Seward
A celebrated senator from New York for more than a decade and governor of his state for two terms before going to
Washington, Seward was certain he was going to receive his party's nomination for president in 1860. The weekend
before the convention in Chicago opened he had already composed a first draft of the valedictory speech he
expected to make to the Senate, assuming that he would resign his position as soon as the decision in Chicago was
made. His mortification at not having received the nomination never fully abated, and when he was offered his
cabinet post as secretary of state he intended to have a major role in choosing the remaining cabinet members,
conferring upon himself a position in the new government more commanding than that of Lincoln himself. He
quickly realized the futility of his plan to relegate the president to a figurehead role. Though the feisty New Yorker
would continue to debate numerous issues with Lincoln in the years ahead, exactly as Lincoln had hoped and
needed him to do, Seward would become his closest friend, advisor, and ally in the administration. More than any
other cabinet member Seward appreciated Lincoln's peerless skill in balancing factions both within his
administration and in the country at large.
5. Edward Bates
A widely respected elder statesman, a delegate to the convention that framed the Missouri Constitution, and a
former Missouri congressman whose opinions on national matters were still widely sought, Bates's ambitions for
political success were gradually displaced by love for his wife and large family, and he withdrew from public life in
the late 1840s. For the next 20 years he was asked repeatedly to run or once again accept high government posts but
he consistently declined. However in early 1860, with letters and newspaper editorials advocating his candidacy
crowding in upon him, he decided to try for the highest office in the land. After losing to Lincoln he vowed, in his
diary, to decline a cabinet position if one were to be offered, but with the country "in trouble and danger" he felt it
was his duty to accept when Lincoln asked him to be attorney general. Though Bates initially viewed Lincoln as a
well-meaning but incompetent administrator, he eventually concluded that the president was an unmatched leader,
"very near being a 'perfect man.'"
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From Publishers Weekly
Pulitzer Prize–winner Goodwin (No Ordinary Time) seeks to illuminate what she interprets as a miraculous
event: Lincoln's smooth (and, in her view, rather sudden) transition from underwhelming one-term
congressman and prairie lawyer to robust chief executive during a time of crisis. Goodwin marvels at
Lincoln's ability to co-opt three better-born, better-educated rivals—each of whom had challenged Lincoln
for the 1860 Republican nomination. The three were New York senator William H. Seward, who became
secretary of state; Ohio senator Salmon P. Chase, who signed on as secretary of the treasury and later was
nominated by Lincoln to be chief justice of the Supreme Court; and Missouri's "distinguished elder
statesman" Edward Bates, who served as attorney general. This is the "team of rivals" Goodwin's title refers
to.The problem with this interpretation is that the metamorphosis of Lincoln to Machiavellian master of men
that Goodwin presupposes did not in fact occur overnight only as he approached the grim reality of his
presidency. The press had labeled candidate Lincoln "a fourth-rate lecturer, who cannot speak good
grammar." But East Coast railroad executives, who had long employed Lincoln at huge prices to defend their
interests as attorney and lobbyist, knew better. Lincoln was a shrewd political operator and insider long
before he entered the White House—a fact Goodwin underplays. On another front, Goodwin's spotlighting of
the president's three former rivals tends to undercut that Lincoln's most essential Cabinet-level contacts were
not with Seward, Chase and Bates, but rather with secretaries of war Simon Cameron and Edwin Stanton,
and Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. These criticisms aside, Goodwin supplies capable biographies of
the gentlemen on whom she has chosen to focus, and ably highlights the sometimes tangled dynamics of
their "team" within the larger assemblage of Lincoln's full war cabinet.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Critics generally agree that Goodwin’s 10-year project on Honest Abe paid off. Many lauded the well-
rounded, intimate, and admiring portrait she paints of our 16th president by weaving some good old-
fashioned storytelling with the hard facts. Abe’s cabinet members, Seward in particular, also receive their
due. Despite the more than 100 pages of footnotes that chronicle Goodwin’s impressive primary research, a
few critics found the book redundant, its first third difficult to read, and Lincoln’s stand on race nearly

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


ignored. Overall, however, most reviewers found Team of Rivals remarkably resonant today, given the young
Lincoln’s brash attacks on President Polk, who he claimed pushed the country into the needless Mexican
War. For an inside look at Abe’s political genius, Goodwin’s work is a good place to start.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Peter Zimmerman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham
Lincoln can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bruce Butera:

Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Team of Rivals: The Political
Genius of Abraham Lincoln yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Belinda Tenney:

This Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln is brand new way for you who has attention
to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting



knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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