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Imagine a world where your
fourteenth birthday is your last

In a brutal city of the future, human, life is in the hands of the evil Overlords who
have decreed that no child live a day past his fourteenth birthday. On that Sad
Birthday, the child is the object of an obscene harvest--his brains and muscles are
used to construct machine-like creatures whose sole purpose is to kill.

Where only one thing can save them

The mysterious Shade--once a man, but now more like the machines he fights--
recruits the few children lucky enough to escape. He gives them food, shelter,
and the training they need to fight the Overlords. But Shade's sent many children
out on missions--and fewer of them are coming back.

And where even your protector may not be trusted

By luck, cunning, and skill, four of Shade's children--Ella, Drum, Ninde, and
Gold-Eye--have come closer than any to discovering the source of the Overlords'
power--and the key to their downfall. But the closer the children get, the more
ruthless Shade seems to become...
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Imagine a world where your
fourteenth birthday is your last

In a brutal city of the future, human, life is in the hands of the evil Overlords who have decreed that no child
live a day past his fourteenth birthday. On that Sad Birthday, the child is the object of an obscene harvest--
his brains and muscles are used to construct machine-like creatures whose sole purpose is to kill.

Where only one thing can save them

The mysterious Shade--once a man, but now more like the machines he fights--recruits the few children
lucky enough to escape. He gives them food, shelter, and the training they need to fight the Overlords. But
Shade's sent many children out on missions--and fewer of them are coming back.

And where even your protector may not be trusted

By luck, cunning, and skill, four of Shade's children--Ella, Drum, Ninde, and Gold-Eye--have come closer
than any to discovering the source of the Overlords' power--and the key to their downfall. But the closer the
children get, the more ruthless Shade seems to become...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In the brutal world of Shade's Children, your 14th birthday is your last. Malevolent Overlords rule the earth,
directing hideous, humanoid creatures to harvest the brains and muscles of teens for use in engineering foul
beasts to fight senseless wars. Young Gold-Eye escapes this horrific fate, fleeing the dormitories before his
Sad Birthday. He is rescued from certain doom by other refugees who live in an abandoned submarine and
work for Shade, a strange, computer-generated adult. Shade provides food and shelter in exchange for
information that the children gather on dangerous forays into Overlord territory. But what does Shade really
want? He is a sworn enemy of the Overlords, but his use of the children to gain knowledge and power seems
uncaring and ruthless. Finally, Gold-Eye and his new friends set out to destroy the Overlords--with or
without the enigmatic, dangerous Shade. Garth Nix, author of Sabriel, blends suspense, action, and high
emotion in this excellent, fast-moving science-fiction story.

From Publishers Weekly
Earth has been taken over by the terrible Overlords in this "amply imagined" science fiction/quest story, said
PW. "The twists and turns of the action-filled plot are compelling." Ages 12-up. (Oct.) r
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up. One day, in the not-too-distant future, everyone over the age of 14 simply disappears. The
remaining children are rounded up to live in dormitories. Once they reach their "Sad Birthday" they are sent
to the "Meat Factory," where they are dismantled and used to make up the horrible half-human, half-
mechanical creatures that fight the violent, ritualistic battles of the seven warlords who have taken over
Earth. Some of the young people, however, develop psychic abilities that make escape from the dorms
possible; they live underground, doing their best to avoid the creatures and certain death. An almost-sentient
computer, Shade, uses teams of escapees to help him discover the secrets of the warlords so that he can
return things to normal. When his best team completes a nearly impossible mission during which one of their
own is captured, Shade refuses to authorize a rescue. It then becomes clear to the teens that he has no
intention of letting things return to normal and that they are the last chance to save humanity from robotic
servitude. Although this is a fast-paced, exciting, and often graphic story, it is pretty serious science fiction
and its appeal will be limited to fans of the genre. Straight narrative chapters alternate with files from Shade's
increasingly unbalanced memory, a device that works well in this context. A well-written and engaging
book.?Carrie Schadle, New York Public Library
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patsy Hall:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de



infancia until university need this particular Shade's Children to read.

Avery Thomas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be learn. Shade's Children can be your answer since it can be read by you who
have those short spare time problems.

Deborah Browning:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Shade's Children is simple to bring
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Marvis Byrnes:

You can find this Shade's Children by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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