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Puer tea has been grown for centuries in the "Six Great Tea Mountains" of
Yunnan Province, and in imperial China it was a prized commodity, traded to
Tibet by horse or mule caravan via the so-called Tea Horse Road and presented
as tribute to the emperor in Beijing. In the 1990s, as the tea's noble lineage and
unique process of aging and fermentation were rediscovered, it achieved cult
status both in China and internationally. The tea became a favorite among urban
connoisseurs who analyzed it in language comparable to that used in wine
appreciation and paid skyrocketing prices. In 2007, however, local events and the
international economic crisis caused the Puer market to collapse.

Puer Tea traces the rise, climax, and crash of this phenomenon. With
ethnographic attention to the spaces in which Puer tea is harvested, processed,
traded, and consumed, anthropologist Jinghong Zhang constructs a vivid account
of the transformation of a cottage handicraft into a major industry?with
predictable risks and unexpected consequences.
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Puer tea has been grown for centuries in the "Six Great Tea Mountains" of Yunnan Province, and in imperial
China it was a prized commodity, traded to Tibet by horse or mule caravan via the so-called Tea Horse Road
and presented as tribute to the emperor in Beijing. In the 1990s, as the tea's noble lineage and unique process
of aging and fermentation were rediscovered, it achieved cult status both in China and internationally. The
tea became a favorite among urban connoisseurs who analyzed it in language comparable to that used in
wine appreciation and paid skyrocketing prices. In 2007, however, local events and the international
economic crisis caused the Puer market to collapse.

Puer Tea traces the rise, climax, and crash of this phenomenon. With ethnographic attention to the spaces in
which Puer tea is harvested, processed, traded, and consumed, anthropologist Jinghong Zhang constructs a
vivid account of the transformation of a cottage handicraft into a major industry?with predictable risks and
unexpected consequences.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An admirably coherent analysis of the complex social relationships that shaped the Pu'er market. . . . and a
fine addition to the literature on the cultural biographies of commodities. . . . Recommended for the teaching
of political economy, cultural economy, Chinese social transformation, and regional development
studies."?China Quarterly

"A wealth of valuable information, both historical and anecdotal.should be mandatory reading for anyone
interested in the subject of Puer tea."?Two Dog Tea Blog

"This fine book has so much to tell us about the political economy of Puer tea over different periods of time
and with links to Hong Kong, Taiwan and beyond[I]nformative and well-written."?Tan Chee Beng,
Australian Journal of Anthropology

Review
"This is an engrossing study of the Puer tea industry and the many cultural spheres that surround it. It will be
of keen interest to the Western tea trade as well as its historians, connoisseurs, and enthusiasts. Tea
publications rarely, if ever, discuss the complex relationships that quite literally bring tea to the table and
never is the anatomy of tea dissected in such a wide ranging, thorough, and engaging way."?Steven D.
Owyoung, cotranslator of Korean Tea Classics

About the Author
Jinghong Zhang is a lecturer at Yunnan University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

The book Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature) being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans
and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Daniel Rogers:

The particular book Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you



can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Heather Vazquez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature).

Aaron Edgington:

This Puer Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature) is brand-new way for you
who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Puer
Tea: Ancient Caravans and Urban Chic (Culture, Place, and Nature) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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