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Award-winning author David Almond reintroduces readers to the perceptive,
sensitive Mina before the events of Skellig in this lyrical and fantastical work. My
Name is Mina is not only a pleasure to read, it is an intimate and enlightening
look at a character whose open mind and heart have much to teach us about life,
love, and the mysteries that surround us.

Mina loves the night. While everyone else is in a deep slumber, she gazes out the
window, witness to the moon's silvery light. In the stillness, she can even hear
her own heart beating. This is when Mina feels that anything is possible and her
imagination is set free.

A blank notebook lies on the table. It has been there for what seems like forever.
Mina has proclaimed in the past that she will use it as a journal, and one night, at
last, she begins to do just that. As she writes, Mina makes discoveries both trivial
and profound about herself and her world, her thoughts and her dreams.
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Editorial Review

Review

Starred Review, Publishers Weekly, August 15, 2011:
"Almond gives readers a vivid picture of the joyfully free-form workings of Mina’s mind and her mixed
emotions about being an isolated child. Her gradual emergence from the protective shell of home is
beautifully portrayed as she gingerly ventures out into the world. Not as dark, but just as passionate as
Almond’s previous works, this novel will inspire children to let their imaginations soar."

Starred Review, Booklist, September 15, 2011:
Almond is rather brave to have written a prequel to Skellig (1998), a book that was the essence of originality.
So many things could have gone wrong. But he is too shrewd—and fine—a writer to let that happen. This is
the story of Mina, the girl next door who, in Skellig, helped Michael cope with the man he found in his
garage eating dead flies and growing wings. Who was Mina before Michael arrived? Form as well as
language bring Mina alive. Her journal introduces us to this authoritative, imaginative, irascible child, and
her entries appear in her childlike penmanship; the print is big and bold when she finds a word she loves
(“METEMPSYCHOSIS!”), and she uses concrete poetry as she plays with language and thoughts. And what
thoughts! Mina is homeschooled, because, well, because she’s Mina, and she needs expanses of time to think
about myths and mathematics. She dreams of her dead father and wonders, wonders, wonders about birds. It
is the birds that will lead readers into Skellig—that, and glimpses of Michael and his family moving next
door. This book stands very much alone, but the sense of wonder that pervades the smallest details of
everyday life remains familiar.
— Ilene Cooper

The New York Times Book Review, October 16, 2011:
“Mina is a perceptive, fiercely curious, and defiant but sensitive girl who will surely prove a heroine for
many.”

"Almond's singular gifts--the hypnotic quality of the prose, the ethereal connection between the mundane
and the magical, and the character study of a fiercely intelligent, fiercely independent young girl--triumph
over it all."--The Horn Book Magazine

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author
DAVID ALMOND grew up in a large family in northeastern England and says, "The place and the people
have given me many of my stories." His first novel for children, Skellig, was a Michael L. Printz Honor
Book and an ALA-ALSC Notable Children's Book and appeared on many best book of the year lists. His



second novel, Kit's Wilderness, won the Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

The actual book My Name Is Mina will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you.
The book My Name Is Mina is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bonnie Fernandez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled My
Name Is Mina your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one
web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The My Name Is Mina giving
you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better
life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Michelle Johnson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular My Name Is Mina can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We should have My Name Is Mina.

Catherine Benavidez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication My Name Is Mina was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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