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The Saturnalia, Macrobius’s encyclopedic celebration of Roman culture written
in the early fifth century CE, has been prized since the Renaissance as a treasure
trove of otherwise unattested lore. Cast in the form of a dialogue, the Saturnalia
treats subjects as diverse as the divinity of the Sun and the quirks of human
digestion while showcasing Virgil as the master of all human knowledge from
diction and rhetoric to philosophy and religion.

The new Latin text is based on a refined understanding of the medieval tradition
and improves on Willis’s standard edition in nearly 300 places. The
accompanying translation—only the second in English and the only one now in
print—offers a clear and sprightly rendition of Macrobius’s ornate Latin and is
supplemented by ample annotation. A full introduction places the work in its
cultural context and analyzes its construction, while indexes of names, subjects,
and ancient works cited in both text and notes make the work more readily
accessible than ever before.
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The Saturnalia, Macrobius’s encyclopedic celebration of Roman culture written in the early fifth century
CE, has been prized since the Renaissance as a treasure trove of otherwise unattested lore. Cast in the form
of a dialogue, the Saturnalia treats subjects as diverse as the divinity of the Sun and the quirks of human
digestion while showcasing Virgil as the master of all human knowledge from diction and rhetoric to
philosophy and religion.

The new Latin text is based on a refined understanding of the medieval tradition and improves on Willis’s
standard edition in nearly 300 places. The accompanying translation—only the second in English and the
only one now in print—offers a clear and sprightly rendition of Macrobius’s ornate Latin and is
supplemented by ample annotation. A full introduction places the work in its cultural context and analyzes its
construction, while indexes of names, subjects, and ancient works cited in both text and notes make the work
more readily accessible than ever before.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert A. Kaster is Professor of Classics and Kennedy Foundation Professor of Latin, Princeton University
and the author of commentaries on Cicero, Seneca, and Suetonius.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Macrobius: Saturnalia, Volume I: Books 1-2 (Loeb Classical Library)? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ricky Copeland:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Macrobius: Saturnalia, Volume I: Books 1-2 (Loeb Classical Library) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Sheri Reagan:

You can find this Macrobius: Saturnalia, Volume I: Books 1-2 (Loeb Classical Library) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.



Benjamin French:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the Macrobius: Saturnalia, Volume I: Books 1-2 (Loeb Classical
Library) when you needed it?
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