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Although Islamic philosophy represents one of the leading philosophical
traditions in the world, it has only recently begun to receive the attention it
deserves in the non-Islamic world. This important text provides a concise and
accessible introduction to the major movements, thinkers and concepts within
that tradition, from the foundation of Islam to the present day.
Ever since the growth of Islam as a religious and political movement, Muslim
thinkers have sought to understand the theoretical aspects of their faith by using
philosophical concepts. Leaman outlines this history and demonstrates that,
although the development of Islamic philosophy is closely linked with Islam
itself, its form is not essentially connected to any particular religion, and its
leading ideas and arguments are of general philosophical significance. The author
illustrates the importance of Islamic thought within philosophy through the use of
many modern examples. He describes and contrasts the three main movements in
Islamic philosophy – Peripatetic, Sufi and Illuminationist – and examines the
Persian as well as the Arabic traditions. Wide coverage is given to key aspects of
Islamic philosophy, including epistemology, ontology, politics, ethics and
philosophy of language, providing readers with a balanced view of the discipline.
The second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated throughout,
including the addition of two new chapters on recent debates surrounding Islam’s
need for an enlightenment, and on the future of Islamic philosophy.
The new edition of Islamic Philosophy will continue to be essential reading for
students and scholars of the subject, as well as anyone wanting to learn more
about one of the most significant and influential philosophical traditions in the
world today.
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Although Islamic philosophy represents one of the leading philosophical traditions in the world, it has only
recently begun to receive the attention it deserves in the non-Islamic world. This important text provides a
concise and accessible introduction to the major movements, thinkers and concepts within that tradition,
from the foundation of Islam to the present day.
Ever since the growth of Islam as a religious and political movement, Muslim thinkers have sought to
understand the theoretical aspects of their faith by using philosophical concepts. Leaman outlines this history
and demonstrates that, although the development of Islamic philosophy is closely linked with Islam itself, its
form is not essentially connected to any particular religion, and its leading ideas and arguments are of
general philosophical significance. The author illustrates the importance of Islamic thought within
philosophy through the use of many modern examples. He describes and contrasts the three main movements
in Islamic philosophy – Peripatetic, Sufi and Illuminationist – and examines the Persian as well as the Arabic
traditions. Wide coverage is given to key aspects of Islamic philosophy, including epistemology, ontology,
politics, ethics and philosophy of language, providing readers with a balanced view of the discipline. The
second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated throughout, including the addition of two new
chapters on recent debates surrounding Islam’s need for an enlightenment, and on the future of Islamic
philosophy.
The new edition of Islamic Philosophy will continue to be essential reading for students and scholars of the
subject, as well as anyone wanting to learn more about one of the most significant and influential
philosophical traditions in the world today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a valuable work and would be well suited to survey courses on Islam at the undergraduate level. The
author has clearly envisaged this, as he has included a copious bibliography and suggestions for further
reading. It is to be hoped that this book will be used in this way in universities and colleges which have
programmes in Islamic studies and/or religious studies."
Journal of Contemporary Religion

"Leaman does an excellent job of bringing the debates of Islamic philosophy alive. He takes Islamic
philosophy out of the Islamic studies ghetto and extracts it from antiquarian historical interest, making it
relevant to everyday philosophical concerns within the context of our multicultural and multi-faith society
today."
Sajjad Rizvi, University of Exeter

"Everyone who teaches Islamic philosophy knows that Professor Leaman is the gold standard for clear,
orderly exposition. This new edition of his Islamic Philosophy will only confirm that reputation. To those
trained only in European and American philosophy, Islamic thought can seem an impenetrable maze of
names and dates, but Professor Leaman clearly lays out the development of the ideas in a way that shows
their relation to Medieval European thought and, as well as the unique problems Islam (and especially
Sufism) brought to philosophy. From the understanding of the nature of the Qur'an, to the importance of
God's oneness, to the relation of God to the universe, Professor Leaman guides the reader through complex
argument in a way that will reward students of all levels of expertise. This text is a must for any Islamic
Philosophy course."
Mark Webb, Texas Tech University

From the Back Cover
Although Islamic philosophy represents one of the leading philosophical traditions in the world, it has only
recently begun to receive the attention it deserves in the non-Islamic world. This important text provides a
concise and accessible introduction to the major movements, thinkers and concepts within that tradition,
from the foundation of Islam to the present day.

Ever since the growth of Islam as a religious and political movement, Muslim thinkers have sought to
understand the theoretical aspects of their faith by using philosophical concepts. Leaman outlines this history
and demonstrates that, although the development of Islamic philosophy is closely linked with Islam itself, its
form is not essentially connected to any particular religion, and its leading ideas and arguments are of
general philosophical significance. The author illustrates the importance of Islamic thought within
philosophy through the use of many modern examples. He describes and contrasts the three main movements
in Islamic philosophy ? Peripatetic, Sufi and Illuminationist ? and examines the Persian as well as the Arabic
traditions. Wide coverage is given to key aspects of Islamic philosophy, including epistemology, ontology,
politics, ethics and philosophy of language, providing readers with a balanced view of the discipline. The
second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated throughout, including the addition of two new
chapters on recent debates surrounding Islam's need for an enlightenment, and on the future of Islamic
philosophy.



The new edition of Islamic Philosophy will continue to be essential reading for students and scholars of the
subject, as well as anyone wanting to learn more about one of the most significant and influential
philosophical traditions in the world today.

About the Author
Oliver Leaman is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Kentucky.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

This Islamic Philosophy book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Islamic Philosophy
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Islamic Philosophy can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Islamic Philosophy
having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Vincent Erickson:

The knowledge that you get from Islamic Philosophy could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Islamic Philosophy giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular Islamic Philosophy instantly.

James Chapman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Islamic Philosophy, you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Derrick Tompkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Islamic Philosophy can give you a lot of buddies because by
you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an



interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Islamic Philosophy.
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