
Full Tilt

By Neal Shusterman

Full Tilt By Neal Shusterman

Full of roller-coaster twists and turns, Neal Shusterman's page-turner is an
Orpheus-like adventure into one boy's psyche.

Sixteen-year-old Blake and his younger brother, Quinn, are exact opposites.
Blake is the responsible member of the family. He constantly has to keep an eye
on the fearless Quinn, whose thrill-seeking sometimes goes too far. But the
stakes get higher when Blake has to chase Quinn into a bizarre phantom carnival
that traps its customers forever.
     In order to escape, Blake must survive seven deadly rides by dawn, each of
which represents a deep, personal fear--from a carousel of stampeding animals to
a hall of mirrors that changes people into their deformed reflections. Blake
ultimately has to face up to a horrible secret from his own past to save himself
and his brother--that is, if the carnival doesn't claim their souls first!
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of the family. He constantly has to keep an eye on the fearless Quinn, whose thrill-seeking sometimes goes
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up-The myriad bits in 16-year-old Blake's brain become the stuff of an alternate universe, a
nightmare amusement park in which he must experience seven wild rides before dawn in order to escape.
The teen has always been the careful child in his family; at age seven, he was the only survivor of a school-
bus crash. Since then, he has taken on the responsibility of saving his brother Quinn, who constantly needs to
be rescued from his own impulsive behavior. Blake would certainly never accept the invitation to a midnight
ride offered by the icily attractive Cassandra, a mysterious figure he encounters at Six Flags. However, when
his brother steals the invitation and disappears, Blake has to follow. As he makes his way from one terrifying
ride to another, Cassandra appears and disappears, challenging him, leading him on, and, finally, desperately
attempting to keep him where he is, in the world she has created. His brother appears and disappears as well,
and in one ride they discover that they need to work together. But at the end, Blake is on his own to face his
deepest fears and survivor guilt. As the pace picks up in his surreal fantasy, readers are sucked into the
nightmare, tumbling full tilt from one bizarre occurrence to another. Set in the vibrant, vivid atmosphere of
theme parks and computer games, this is an unusual quest adventure. Teens will recognize both Quinn's
sensation seeking and Blake's withdrawal, and celebrate the balanced conclusion.
Kathleen Isaacs, Edmund Burke School, Washington, DC
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-10. Sixteen-year-old Blake, a straight-arrow, Ivy-league, college-bound kid, is at a carnival with
Quinn, his thrill-seeking brother, and two friends when a beautiful girl invites Blake to another carnival in a
remote part of town that only admits invited guests. Later that evening, Quinn is found at home in a
comatose state with Blake's invitation by his side. Did he go to the other carnival in Blake's place? When
Blake and his friends go in search of the mysterious carnival to find out what happened to Quinn, they
discover that the price of admission to this bizarre, phantom place is one's soul. To save Quinn, Blake must
survive seven different carnival rides before dawn, each one a terrifying reflection of one of Blake's deepest
fears. In the final ride, Blake confronts the memory of a horrible childhood accident that he has buried deep
in his psyche--a school bus wreck in which he was the only survivor. With a nod to Ray Bradbury's classic
Something Wicked This Way Comes, Shusterman has created a surreal, scary fantasy, packed with
suspenseful psychological drama. Readers will savor the page-turning thrills in this wonderfully eerie story.
Ed Sullivan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"When most people hear 'large-print book,' they immediately think senior citizen. But large-print editions of
popular children's books -- from the powerhouse Harry Potter series to timeless classics like The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer -- are now making their way onto the shelves of the Children's Department at the Canton
Library. . . . Although large-print editions are targeted to the visually-impaired or dyslexic child, they can
also be used by standard-vision readers. So Kershner [Children's librarian at the Canton Public Library] has
decided against creating a special section in the Children's Department (as exists in the Adult Department)
opting instead to intersperse large-print books on the shelves with the regular print versions of the same
titles."
-- The Observer and Eccentric (October 2000) (The Observer and Eccentric 20001001)

"Thorndike Press has helped me not only find books I want to read, but they also look like regular books.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


That's important when you're a kid and you can only read Large Print, you want your book to look like all the
other books. I'm reading a lot more now that we have found Thorndike Press."
-- Jim Bernardin, Islamorada, FL

"Everyone loves to read, there's nothing like curling up with a good book. We're a reading family, so when
our son was diagnosed with Stargardt's Disease and only able to read Large Print, it was particularly
difficult. Books on tape are wonderful but they don't fill the void of actually reading a good story. Large
Print books have been around a long time for older people, but to find a good novel for a young person in
Large Print began to feel nearly impossible. The books that Thorndike Press publishes have truly made a
difference in my son's reading life. He can enjoy current novels as well as some of the classics that he missed
reading when it became too difficult with regular print."
-- Sara Bernardin, Islamorada, FL

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammy Lugo:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Full Tilt?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Josephine McIntire:

The book Full Tilt gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Full Tilt to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Full Tilt. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Clarence Bowen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Full
Tilt.



Alex Estepp:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Full Tilt is simple to create you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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