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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume is undoubtedly an outstanding compilation of classic papers on first language acquisition." The
Linguist List

"An excellent selection of the classic readings in the science of language development, one that I have dearly
missed until now. It is a perfect set of background readings for students and researchers interested in the
intellectual roots of the field." Steven Pinker, Harvard University, and author of The Language Instinct and
Words and Rules: The Ingredients of Language

"A well-chosen treasure-house of key readings. They provide a superb grounding for anyone studying child
language." Jean Aitchison, University of Oxford

"This reader is a great addition to the field, bringing together some of the classic literature that has stimulated
debate on the nature of language acquisition for years. Its depth and breadth, in both philosophical and
linguistic approaches to the problem, ensure that this volume will soon be a classic itself." Katherine
Demuth, Brown University

"An excellent collection of classic works, highlighting contributions taking a linguistic approach to the
subject of language acquisition." Diane Lillo-Martin, University of Connecticut

From the Back Cover
First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings is a collection of classic works that provide the
foundation for current research in the field of first language acquisition. These selections not only provide a
historical perspective; their insights continue to be central to the endeavor of understanding children's
acquisition of language.

Chiefly linguistic in emphasis and approach, these pioneering classics are selected and organized to provide
a framework for understanding current work in each of the basic areas of language acquisition: morphology,
phonology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Authors include such luminaries as Noam Chomsky, Jean
Piaget, Eric Lenneberg, and Roman Jakobson, as well as others who contributed groundbreaking discoveries,
insights, concepts, and methods to the field. First Language Acquisition is a vital resource for students and
scholars of language acquisition, cognitive development, and cognitive science.

About the Author
Barbara C. Lust is Professor in the Department of Human Development at Cornell University. She is one of
the foremost researchers in first language acquisition and the author of numerous books and articles,
including The Growth of Language.

Claire Foley is Visiting Scientist in the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy at the Massachusetts



Institute of Technology. She has published numerous papers on theoretical and empirical aspects of language
acquisition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Kenisha Perkins:

The e-book untitled First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings is the book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marie Griffin:

Beside this First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Sylvia Ferland:

This First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this First Language Acquisition: The
Essential Readings can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually



looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
and knowledge.
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