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This unusual Dover publication presents a singular opportunity to the artist,
crafter, designer, illustrator, printer, or other user of letter designs to have always
at hand a rich store of inspiration and a swipe-file. More important, you may
reproduce any initial or alphabet in this volume free of charge, without asking
permission. The work is all royalty-free; when you buy the book, you buy the
reproduction rights to any individual part of it. The price is less than you would
pay to professional archives for one copy of the letter.
There are 123 full-page plates including 91 complete alphabets in widely
differing styles. In all, there are 3,924 initial letters. These alphabets were
obtained from rare, out-of-print books, generally available only in libraries or in
the rare-book market. They were reproduced directly from the pages of a large
and expensive collection that was made specifically for the production of this
volume. Since they are direct reproductions, they will all reproduce again
excellently.
The book has been carefully arranged and annotated by the compiler so that the
student of letters and types may have a complete understanding of decorative
alphabets and initials. The work is divided into three parts. Part One deals
entirely with manuscript initials as they were used from the eighth to the fifteenth
centuries. It includes Celtic initials, rare designs from the Bible of Charles the
Bald, and incised letters from the monument of Richard II in Westminster Abbey.
Part Two contains initials from printed books, starting with the fifteenth century
and running through the eighteenth. Here are the fanciful creations of the
sixteenth-century woodcutters; initials illustrated with children, cherubs, birds,
beasts, flowers, legends, and grotesque heads. The work of the later engravers,
writing masters, and baroque and rococo designers follows in order. Part Three
attempts to arrange the "great weedy jungle" of Victorian letters and types and
concludes with twentieth-century alphabets such as the distinctive wood
engraving of Edward Wadsworth. Each section has a historical introduction, and
each plate has a descriptive caption.
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This unusual Dover publication presents a singular opportunity to the artist, crafter, designer, illustrator,
printer, or other user of letter designs to have always at hand a rich store of inspiration and a swipe-file.
More important, you may reproduce any initial or alphabet in this volume free of charge, without asking
permission. The work is all royalty-free; when you buy the book, you buy the reproduction rights to any
individual part of it. The price is less than you would pay to professional archives for one copy of the letter.
There are 123 full-page plates including 91 complete alphabets in widely differing styles. In all, there are
3,924 initial letters. These alphabets were obtained from rare, out-of-print books, generally available only in
libraries or in the rare-book market. They were reproduced directly from the pages of a large and expensive
collection that was made specifically for the production of this volume. Since they are direct reproductions,
they will all reproduce again excellently.
The book has been carefully arranged and annotated by the compiler so that the student of letters and types
may have a complete understanding of decorative alphabets and initials. The work is divided into three parts.
Part One deals entirely with manuscript initials as they were used from the eighth to the fifteenth centuries. It
includes Celtic initials, rare designs from the Bible of Charles the Bald, and incised letters from the
monument of Richard II in Westminster Abbey. Part Two contains initials from printed books, starting with
the fifteenth century and running through the eighteenth. Here are the fanciful creations of the sixteenth-
century woodcutters; initials illustrated with children, cherubs, birds, beasts, flowers, legends, and grotesque
heads. The work of the later engravers, writing masters, and baroque and rococo designers follows in order.
Part Three attempts to arrange the "great weedy jungle" of Victorian letters and types and concludes with
twentieth-century alphabets such as the distinctive wood engraving of Edward Wadsworth. Each section has
a historical introduction, and each plate has a descriptive caption.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Ninety-one complete alphabets — medieval to modern — include 3,924 decorative initials, including
Victorian novelty and Art Nouveau. These alphabets were obtained from rare, out-of-print books, generally
available only in libraries or in the rare-book market. They were reproduced directly from the pages of a
large and expensive collection that was made specifically for the production of this volume. Since they are
direct reproductions, they will all reproduce again excellently.
The book has been carefully arranged and annotated so that the students of letters and types may have a
complete understanding of decorative alphabets and initials. The work is divided into three parts. Part One
deals entirely with manuscript initials as they were used from the 8th to the 15th century. It includes Celtic
initials, rare designs from the Bible of Charles the Bald, and incised letters from the monument of Richard II
in Westminster Abbey. Part Two contains initials from printed books, starting with the 15th century and
running through the 18th. Here are the fanciful creations of the 16th-century woodcutters: initials illustrated
with children, cherubs, birds, beasts, flowers, legends, and grotesque heads. The works of the later engravers,
writing, masters, and baroque and rococo designers follows in order. Part Three attempts to arrange the
"great weeds jungle" of Victorian letters and types and concludes with the 20th-century alphabets such as the
distinctive wood engravings of Edward Wadsworth. Each section has an historical introduction and each
plate has a descriptive caption.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

This Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) without
we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) can bring when you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even phone. This Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Helen Leavitt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Decorative Alphabets and Initials
(Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Martin Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Decorative
Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering,
Calligraphy, Typography)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Lashunda McCloud:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy,
Typography) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Decorative Alphabets and
Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography).
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