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It’s December 1, 1955.

A boy and his mother are riding the bus in Montgomery, Alabama like any other
day—way in the back of the bus. The boy passes time by watching his marble
roll up and down the aisle with the motion of the bus…

Until a big commotion breaks out from way up front.

With simple words and powerful illustrations, Aaron Reynolds and Coretta Scott
King medalist Floyd Cooper recount the pivotal arrest of Rosa Parks at the dawn
of the Civil Rights Movement.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Rosa Parks’ defiant December 1955 confrontation on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, is told
from the fictionalized viewpoint of a child who is there. In free verse, he describes riding the bus with his
mama (“We’re sittin’ right there where we’re supposed to— / way in back”) and rolling a marble down the
aisle to the front, where smiling Mrs. Parks rolls it back to him. Then, as people pile on the bus, the driver
tells Parks to move to the back. She refuses, and the driver calls the police. The boy “knows . . . she don’t
belong up front like that, but then he realizes “maybe she does too.” The child’s innocent viewpoint
personalizes the well-known historical event, while Cooper’s oil paintings, expertly rendered in his signature
“subtractive” style, show the crowded bus as well as stunning portraits of Parks, the driver, the boy, and his
mother as they decide that they are “not gonna hide no more.” Grades 1-3. --Hazel Rochman

Review
"Coupled with Cooper's rich paintings, this is a noteworthy reflection on the actions of a single individual in
turning the tide of segregation."
—School Library Journal

"Cooper's filmy oil paintings are characterized by a fine mistlike texture, which results in warm, lifelike
portraits that convincingly evoke the era, the intense emotional pitch of this incident, and the everyday
heroism it embodied."
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Aaron Reynolds is the author of the Caldecott Honor Medal-winning Creepy Carrots, illustrated by Peter
Brown, which was also a New York Times bestseller. Among his other books for young readers are Chicks
and Salsa; Nerdy Birdy; and the graphic novel Caveboy Dave. He lives in Illinois.

Floyd Cooper (www.floydcooper.com) always dreamed of becoming an artist and has developed into a
highly-acclaimed creator of books for young readers. Among the books he has either written & illustrated on
his own or illustrated for others are Jump! (From the Life of Michael Jordan); Max and the Tag-Along
Moon; The Blacker the Berry, for which he was awarded the Coretta Scott King Award for Illustration; and I
Have Heard of a Land, for which he received a Coretta Scott King Honor Award. Floyd lives in New Jersey
with his family. Follow him on Twitter @floydcooper4 .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Back of the Bus. Try to face the book Back of the Bus as your close
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Peggy Nunes:

The knowledge that you get from Back of the Bus is the more deep you looking the information that hide in
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Back of the Bus giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Back of the Bus instantly.

Miguel Ross:

The book Back of the Bus has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Thomas Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you is Back of the Bus this e-book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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