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Gavin Hardy and Laurence Totelin have brought together their botanical and
historical knowledge to produce this unique overview of ancient botany. It
examines all the founding texts of botanical science, such as Theophrastus
Enquiry into Plants, Dioscorides Materia Medica, Pliny the Elder's Natural
History, Nicolaus of Damascus On Plants, and Galen' On Smple Remedies, but
also includes lesser known texts ranging from the sixth century BCE to the
seventh century CE, aswell as some material evidence. The authors adopt a
thematic approach rather than a chronological one, considering important issues
such as the definition of a plant, nomenclature, classifications, physiology, the
link between plants and their environment, and the numerous usages of plantsin
the ancient world. The book also takes care to place ancient botany in its
historical, social and economic context. The authors have explained all technical
botanical terms and ancient history notions, and as a result, this work will appeal
to historians of ancient science, medicine and technology; classicists; and
botanists interested in the history of their discipline.
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Gavin Hardy and Laurence Totelin have brought together their botanical and historical knowledge to
produce this unique overview of ancient botany. It examines all the founding texts of botanical science, such
as Theophrastus' Enquiry into Plants, Dioscorides Materia Medica, Pliny the Elder's Natural History,
Nicolaus of Damascus On Plants, and Galen' On Simple Remedies, but also includes lesser known texts
ranging from the sixth century BCE to the seventh century CE, as well as some material evidence. The
authors adopt a thematic approach rather than a chronological one, considering important issues such as the
definition of a plant, nomenclature, classifications, physiology, the link between plants and their
environment, and the numerous usages of plantsin the ancient world. The book also takes care to place
ancient botany inits historical, social and economic context. The authors have explained al technical
botanical terms and ancient history notions, and as a result, this work will appeal to historians of ancient
science, medicine and technology; classicists; and botanists interested in the history of their discipline.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thebook’s authors are keen to bring to bear moder n botanical knowledge and under standing to the
phenomena described by the ancients. I n that respect, Ancient Botany isa great marriage of the
ancient and the moder n, helping to put moder n-day botany in its historical context. Ancient Botany isa
work of true scholar ship (in the old-fashioned sense), and contains loads of examplesfor incorporation
into lectures on a Plants and People cour se —and those dealing with plant taxonomy, anatomy,

mor phology, physiology, cultivation, etc." - Nigel Chaffey, Annals of Botany Journal

"Theauthors intent isto inform Greek and Roman scholar s about the ancient knowledge of plants
and to inform today's plant scientists about the foundations of their field. The authors are careful to
explain scholarly conventionsthat are utilized, asthese may not be familiar to most botanists. The text
contains abundant notes and an extensive bibliography. Both classical scholars and botanists are well-
served by thistreatment. Summing Up: Recommended." - D. H. Pfister, Harvard University, in CHOICE

About the Author

F G Hardy (or Gavin Hardy) isa Tutor in the Office of Lifelong Learning at the University of Edinburgh,
UK.

Laurence Totelin is Lecturer in Ancient History at Cardiff University, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Perrotta:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Ancient Botany
(Sciences of Antiquity Series). All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the
internet resources or other social media

Freddie Valdez:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book



can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity
Series) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tom Carter:

This book untitled Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) to be one of several books that will best
seller in thisyear, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is ho reason for your requirementsto past this book from your list.

Dorothy Betancourt:

This Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also aways deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
book already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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