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From the gruesome ogress in Hansel and Gretel to the hags at the sabbath in
Faust, the witch has been a powerful figure of the Western imagination. In the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries thousands of women confessed to being
witches—of making pacts with the Devil, causing babies to sicken, and killing
animals and crops—and were put to death. This book is a gripping account of the
pursuit, interrogation, torture, and burning of witches during this period and
beyond.
Drawing on hundreds of original trial transcripts and other rare sources in four
areas of Southern Germany, where most of the witches were executed, Lyndal
Roper paints a vivid picture of their lives, families, and tribulations. She also
explores the psychology of witch-hunting, explaining why it was mostly older
women that were the victims of witch crazes, why they confessed to crimes, and
how the depiction of witches in art and literature has influenced the
characterization of elderly women in our own culture.
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From the gruesome ogress in Hansel and Gretel to the hags at the sabbath in Faust, the witch has been a
powerful figure of the Western imagination. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries thousands of women
confessed to being witches—of making pacts with the Devil, causing babies to sicken, and killing animals
and crops—and were put to death. This book is a gripping account of the pursuit, interrogation, torture, and
burning of witches during this period and beyond.
Drawing on hundreds of original trial transcripts and other rare sources in four areas of Southern Germany,
where most of the witches were executed, Lyndal Roper paints a vivid picture of their lives, families, and
tribulations. She also explores the psychology of witch-hunting, explaining why it was mostly older women
that were the victims of witch crazes, why they confessed to crimes, and how the depiction of witches in art
and literature has influenced the characterization of elderly women in our own culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
"'This is a major work that pushes the history of witchcraft in new directions and offers remarkable and
sometimes startling new insights. Lyndal Roper breaks new ground in her remarkable, subtle analysis of the
interpersonal relations among those caught up in fantasies of witchcraft.' H. C. Erik Midelfort, author of A
History of Madness in Sixteenth-Century Germany"

From the Inside Flap
"The importance of Akhmatova’s works in the Russian poetic tradition can scarcely be exaggerated. These
works also hold a place of honor in the history of artistic engagement of moral responsibility."--Olga P.
Hasty, Princeton University

About the Author

Lyndal Roper is lecturer in history at the University of Oxford and a fellow of Balliol College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

The book Witch Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Witch Craze: Terror and
Fantasy in Baroque Germany? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Witch
Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

John Honeycutt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Witch Craze: Terror
and Fantasy in Baroque Germany is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.



Jeffrey Dominguez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Witch Craze: Terror and
Fantasy in Baroque Germany which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Kim Deyoung:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
that when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Witch Craze: Terror and
Fantasy in Baroque Germany to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Witch Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany can to be your
brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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