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Collected here are poems from Ai's previous five books?Cruelty, Killing Floor,
Sin, Fate, and Greed?along with seventeen new poems. Employing her
trademark ferocity, these new dramatic monologues continue to mine this award-
winning poet's "often brilliant" (Chicago Tribune) vision.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
You know the age-old question: Suppose you could handpick a cast of living or dead characters and have
them all to dinner. Who would you ask? In this searing collection, Ai does the difficult work of choosing for
us. She invites a whole host of often less-than-presentable guests, including presidents ("I have a deep
affection for my wife, / but also for sweet, big-haired girls... who never complain of tired jaws"), paparazzi
("I am there for you, / a friend, not an enemy, / stalkerazzi, or a tabloid Nazi"), and prurient priests ("Lord, I
crave things"). Elsewhere, Ai gives voice to Lenny Bruce, a grief-stricken Marilyn Monroe, and the spurned
lover who confesses "A man could never do / as much for Imelda / as a pair of shoes." Donning the mask of
our most famous (and infamous) politicians and celebrities, as well as our most vilified antiheroes, she gives
new life to the dramatic monologue. And in poems "by" rapists, murderers, looters, hit men, and stalkers, she
puts words in the mouths of the thoroughly muzzled. Like Whitman, she writes from the conviction that
every voice--no matter how despicable or seemingly insignificant--deserves the chance to be heard. --Martha
Silano

From Publishers Weekly
It is impossible to reconstruct the explosive initial impact of this poet's early work, which toys with
American stereotypes, myths and truths in dramatic monologues that make everyone uncomfortable: "I move
off. I let her eat,/ while I get my dog's chain leash from the closet./ I whirl it around my head./ O daughter, so
far, you've only had a taste of icing,/ are you ready now for some cake?" In books like Cruelty (1973) and
Killing Floor (1979), a midwife describes how "a scraggy, red child comes out of her into my hands/ like
warehouse ice sliding down the chute," and the poet recounts how the dead brother of her lover "slides from
the black saddle/ like a bedroll of fine velvet" while she makes love on the porch. In her third book, Sin, Ai
(pronounced "I") struck an equipoise between narrative force and lyrical grace, represented here in poems
such as "The Good Shepherd: Atlanta, 1981" and in several Chaucerian "Tales." The highly compressed lyric
poems further evolve into extended narratives over the course of this selection, and by Fate (1991), they
begin to turn more regularly toward cultural icons like Jimmy Hoffa and James Dean, while supplying
enough of their own wattage to make it work. The newer poems, however, deteriorate into little more than
lineated tabloid reportage of the likes of O.J., Monica Lewinsky and David Koresh (labeled "fictions").
While there seems to be an ambitious blurring of art and life attempted in these and other poems on lesser (!)
figures, they don't quite yield fresh perspectives, or even the can't-take-your-eyes-from-the-screen force of
the originals. Readers will nevertheless appreciate this summary of an impressive career as they await its
next installment.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Ais poems provide an absorbing, gritty anatomy of desire you cannot satisfy. In this selection of 18 new
poems and 58 from five previous books published from 1973 to 1993, agents of emotional and mental abuse
describe horrific journeys into malice and the old fear. Transfigured by desire, speakers (a heroin addict, a
paparazzo, a racist) who take extreme measures try to unravel the strands of equivocal motivation. What I
always wanted/ was release from my own pain/ but theres only the terrible surrender to it, confesses the
police officer who committed suicide before he was to receive a medal for rescuing people after the
Oklahoma City bombing. Ais willingness to explore moral values in collision shines into the hearts of those
doomed to be crushed. In Ice and Rwanda, she highlights the dignity and suffering of ordinary women,
victims of inexplicable violence. Redemptive empathy transforms these unadorned narratives into documents
that reveal the intense disintegration of body and soul. Richly rewarding, but not for the squeamish.Frank



Allen, Northampton Community Coll., Tannersville, PA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Massie:

Here thing why this Vice: New and Selected Poems are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Vice: New and Selected Poems giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Vice: New and Selected Poems. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of Vice: New and Selected Poems in e-book can be your alternate.

Timothy Holeman:

The e-book untitled Vice: New and Selected Poems is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Vice: New and Selected Poems from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Hilary Rangel:

The reserve with title Vice: New and Selected Poems contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Gregory Sowers:

The book untitled Vice: New and Selected Poems contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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