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More than anything, Ida Bidson wants to become a teacher. To do that, she must
finish eighth grade, then go on to high school. But her dream falters when the
one-room school in her remote Colorado town shuts down. Her only hope is to
keep the school open without anyone finding out. Yet even a secret school needs
a teacher. Ida can't be it. . . . Or can she?
In the spirit of The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, Newbery Medal winner
Avi creates an inspiring story of a headstrong girl determined to control her own
destiny.
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More than anything, Ida Bidson wants to become a teacher. To do that, she must finish eighth grade, then go
on to high school. But her dream falters when the one-room school in her remote Colorado town shuts down.
Her only hope is to keep the school open without anyone finding out. Yet even a secret school needs a
teacher. Ida can't be it. . . . Or can she?
In the spirit of The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, Newbery Medal winner Avi creates an inspiring
story of a headstrong girl determined to control her own destiny.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Weaving together a fast-moving plot, solid characterizations, sharply tuned dialogue and a wealth of detail,
Avi (The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle) offers another satisfying historical novel, this time evoking
rural Colorado in 1925. When the teacher at the one-room schoolhouse in Elk Valley must depart
unexpectedly, the head of the school board decides to end the academic year right then, a month and a half
before the summer break. To his surprise, 14-year-old Ida Bidson protests, because without exit exams, she
cannot proceed to high school in the fall. "I'm not so sure a girl needs a high school education," Mr. Jordan
retorts, undeterred. Then Ida's friend Tom comes up with a plan: "You're such a gravy know-it-all," he tells
her. "You could take over the school when Miss Fletcher leaves." And so she does, swearing the students to
secrecy. It's no easy task "Miss Bidson" has to learn self-confidence, and she must keep up with her farm
chores and with her own studies. To compound the challenge, the county examiner discovers the secret and
agrees to keep it only if all the students take a final exam. Right from the opening scene showing resourceful
Ida and her seven-year-old brother driving the family's Model T to school Ida at the wheel hollering
directions ("Brake and clutch!") while Felix pushes the pedals with his hands Avi wittily up-ends the usual
roles assigned adults and children. A crowd-pleaser. Ages 8-12.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 3-6-"I'm not so sure a girl needs a high school education," the head of a rural Colorado school board tells
14-year-old Ida Bidson in 1925. The one-room schoolhouse that she and seven other children attend is to be
closed early, and if Ida and her friend Tom don't finish eighth grade and take their exams, they'll lose their
chance to attend high school. Without a diploma, Ida will never fulfill her dream of becoming a teacher and
seeing the world beyond the mountains. After Tom suggests that she could conduct the classes, the secret
school commences and is subsequently threatened by a county administrator, the local school board, and an
angry parent. Avi ably conveys an evocative sense of life in a poor, remote farming community just before
the start of the Great Depression. He skillfully creates interesting, fully developed main and secondary
characters. Ida's struggles with the difficulties of being both teacher and student and carrying out her duties
at home, as well as her worry about whether or not the students will pass the exams, are suspensefully
portrayed. Humorously effective descriptions, as in the Bidsons' old car "hiccuping like a damp firecracker,"
enliven the sense of hardships. The importance of education and dreaming of one's future are imparted in an
entertaining way. This carefully plotted, enjoyable, old-fashioned tale of children taking control of a bad
situation is a welcome addition to the literature of empowerment.

B. Allison Gray, South Country Library, Bellport, NY

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"[A] carefully plotted, enjoyable, old-fashioned tale."--School Library Journal



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Secret School. Try to make the book The Secret School as your
pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Angel Gardner:

This The Secret School are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason
of this The Secret School can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Secret School forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Wendy Kroll:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Secret
School.

Marvin Ober:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Secret School when you desired it?
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