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Editorial Review

Review
“Summing Up:  Highly recommended.  All readers.”  (Choice, 1 October 2012)

From the Back Cover
Few languages are riddled with as many spelling inconsistencies and irregularities as English. Why is there
such dissonance between the sounds of English and the spelling used to represent them? The answer lies in
the history of the language itself. The History of English Spelling reveals the rich and complex history of
Modern English spelling, tracing its origins and development from Old English up to the present day. The
book provides a highly detailed, letter-by-letter analysis of the Old English basis of Modern English spelling,
followed by in-depth coverage of the contributions from French, Latin, Greek, and the many other languages
that have contributed to current orthography. Upward and Davidson also explore events in the socio-political
history of England as an explanatory setting for developments in spelling, along with the works of a number
of lexicographers (especially Johnson and Webster), and various proposals for spelling reform. The History
of English Spelling reveals the richness of the complex and often frustrating alphabetic spelling system used
in the English language.

A complementary website with additional research material can be found at
www.historyofenglishspelling.info

About the Author
Christopher Upward (1938-2002) was a Senior Lecturer in German at Aston University in Birmingham
until his retirement in 1995. For many years Upward was a member of the committee of the Simplified
Spelling Society (now known as the English Spelling Society), and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of the
Simplified Spelling Society. He was also an Associate Editor of The Oxford Companion to the English
Language (1992), and prepared two editions of Cut Spelling: A handbook to the simplification of written
English by omission of redundant letters (Simplified Spelling Society 1992, 1996).

George Davidson is a freelance lexicographer, book compiler and editor. He has written several books on
English grammar, usage, spelling, and vocabulary, such as How to Punctuate (2005) and Improve Your
Spelling (2005)., and has edited numerous books, including the 150th Anniversary Edition of Roget’s
Thesaurus of English Words & Phrases (2002).  He has formerly worked as a French teacher and lecturer in
linguistics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this The History of English Spelling (The Language



Library).

Maria Casillas:

The publication with title The History of English Spelling (The Language Library) contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Gary Wilson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The History of English Spelling (The Language Library) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The History of English Spelling (The Language Library) giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Caroline Edwards:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The History of English Spelling (The Language Library) this guide consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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