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'A dense, challenging and important book.' Philip French Observer

'At the very least, this blockbuster is probably the best single volume history of
Hollywood we're likely to get for a very long time.' Paul Kerr City Limits

'Persuasively argued, the book is also packed with facts, figures and
photographs.' Nigel Andrews Financial Times

Acclaimed for their breakthrough approach, Bordwell, Staiger and Thompson
analyze the basic conditions of American film-making as a historical institution
and consider to what extent Hollywood film production constitutes a systematic
enterprise, in both its style and its business operations.

Despite differences of director, genre or studio, most Hollywood films operate
within a set of shared assumptions about how a film should look and sound. Such
assumptions are neither natural nor inevitable; but because classical-style films
have been the type most widely seen, they have come to be accepted as the 'norm'
of film-making and viewing.

The authors show how these classical conventions were formulated and
standardized, and how they responded to the arrival of sound, colour, widescreen
ratios and stereophonic sound. They argue that each new technological
development has served a function within an existing narrational system.
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The authors also examine how the Hollywood cinema standardized the film-
making process itself. They describe how, over the course of its history,
Hollywood developed distinct modes of production in a constant search for
maximum efficiency, predictability and novelty.

Set apart by its combination of theoretical analysis and empirical evidence, this
book is the standard work on the classical Hollywood cinema style of film-
making from the silent era to the 1960s. Now available in paperback, it is a 'must'
for film students, lecturers and all those seriously interested in the development
of the film industry.
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'A dense, challenging and important book.' Philip French Observer

'At the very least, this blockbuster is probably the best single volume history of Hollywood we're likely to
get for a very long time.' Paul Kerr City Limits

'Persuasively argued, the book is also packed with facts, figures and photographs.' Nigel Andrews Financial
Times

Acclaimed for their breakthrough approach, Bordwell, Staiger and Thompson analyze the basic conditions of
American film-making as a historical institution and consider to what extent Hollywood film production
constitutes a systematic enterprise, in both its style and its business operations.

Despite differences of director, genre or studio, most Hollywood films operate within a set of shared
assumptions about how a film should look and sound. Such assumptions are neither natural nor inevitable;
but because classical-style films have been the type most widely seen, they have come to be accepted as the
'norm' of film-making and viewing.

The authors show how these classical conventions were formulated and standardized, and how they
responded to the arrival of sound, colour, widescreen ratios and stereophonic sound. They argue that each
new technological development has served a function within an existing narrational system.

The authors also examine how the Hollywood cinema standardized the film-making process itself. They
describe how, over the course of its history, Hollywood developed distinct modes of production in a constant
search for maximum efficiency, predictability and novelty.

Set apart by its combination of theoretical analysis and empirical evidence, this book is the standard work on
the classical Hollywood cinema style of film-making from the silent era to the 1960s. Now available in
paperback, it is a 'must' for film students, lecturers and all those seriously interested in the development of
the film industry.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Julia Gilmore:

The book The Classical Hollywood Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960 gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a
book The Classical Hollywood Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960 for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Classical Hollywood
Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Marilyn McDermott:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The
Classical Hollywood Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960 is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Lorene Lord:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Classical Hollywood Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960, you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a publication.



Brandy Felts:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Classical Hollywood
Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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