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While dozens of recent books and articles have predicted the near-certainty of
China’s rise to global supremacy, this book boldly counters such widely-held
assumptions. Timothy Beardson brings to light the daunting array of challenges
that today confront China, as well as the inadequacy of the policy responses.
Threats to China come on many fronts, Beardson shows, and by their number and
sheer weight these problems will thwart any ambition to become the world’s
“Number One power.”
 
Drawing on extensive research and experience living and working in Asia over
the last 35 years, the author spells out China’s situation: an inexorable
demographic future of a shrinking labor force, relentless aging, extreme gender
disparity, and even a falling population. Also, the nation faces social instability, a
devastated environment, a predominantly low-tech economy with inadequate
innovation, the absence of an effective welfare safety net, an ossified governance
structure, and radical Islam lurking at the borders. Beardson’s nuanced, first-hand
look at China acknowledges its historic achievements while tempering
predictions of its imminent hegemony with a no-nonsense dose of reality.
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While dozens of recent books and articles have predicted the near-certainty of China’s rise to global
supremacy, this book boldly counters such widely-held assumptions. Timothy Beardson brings to light the
daunting array of challenges that today confront China, as well as the inadequacy of the policy responses.
Threats to China come on many fronts, Beardson shows, and by their number and sheer weight these
problems will thwart any ambition to become the world’s “Number One power.”
 
Drawing on extensive research and experience living and working in Asia over the last 35 years, the author
spells out China’s situation: an inexorable demographic future of a shrinking labor force, relentless aging,
extreme gender disparity, and even a falling population. Also, the nation faces social instability, a devastated
environment, a predominantly low-tech economy with inadequate innovation, the absence of an effective
welfare safety net, an ossified governance structure, and radical Islam lurking at the borders. Beardson’s
nuanced, first-hand look at China acknowledges its historic achievements while tempering predictions of its
imminent hegemony with a no-nonsense dose of reality.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A thoughtful reconsideration of China’s actual place in the new world order, based on reality rather than
fanciful speculation.” —Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

“Timothy Beardson is a brilliant entrepreneur and investment strategist and his observations about China are
sobering – and a must-read for the well-informed.”—Steve Forbes, Chairman and Editor-in-Chief, Forbes
Media
(Steve Forbes Forbes)

About the Author

Timothy Beardson founded and ran Crosby Financial Holdings, at the time the largest independent
investment bank in the Far East. He is a permanent resident of Hong Kong.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Stumbling Giant: The Threats to China's Future, you are able
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Alice Bowers:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Stumbling Giant: The
Threats to China's Future which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Karen Baskin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Stumbling Giant: The Threats to China's



Future or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Stumbling Giant: The Threats to China's Future to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Mark Klein:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Stumbling Giant: The Threats
to China's Future to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book Stumbling Giant: The Threats to China's Future can to be your friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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