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A pathbreaking study that integrates military theory with the historical
account to explain how the Roman armies functioned, triumphed, and
ultimately failed.

The story of Rome and its military seems a familiar one, told often through books
and movies and games, yet it is a modern myth obscuring a different reality. As
this groundbreaking study demonstrates, Rome’s military was no war machine
made up of mindless cogs. There was not even an ancient term for the Roman
army; rather, Romans spoke of “the soldiers”?of men, not institutions.

Simon James provides a striking new perspective on Roman history by focusing
on the soldiers and their actions. Rome’s soldiers were less sentinels of
civilization than enforcers for aristocrats and autocrats against foreign foes and
internal dissent. They were brutal and unruly, prone to mutiny and rebellion.
How, then, to account for their sustained success and their eventual failure?

Rome’s dominion was achieved through soldiers’ ferocity and excellent
weaponry, but to maintain it the conquered were integrated, as diplomacy
accompanied the threat of the sword. Millions of allies and subjects became
Romans themselves through military service. Nevertheless, the aggression of
Rome’s soldiers precipitated the creation of a new Sasanian superpower in Iran
and great barbarian confederations in the North. 106 black-and-white illustrations
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A pathbreaking study that integrates military theory with the historical account to explain how the
Roman armies functioned, triumphed, and ultimately failed.

The story of Rome and its military seems a familiar one, told often through books and movies and games, yet
it is a modern myth obscuring a different reality. As this groundbreaking study demonstrates, Rome’s
military was no war machine made up of mindless cogs. There was not even an ancient term for the Roman
army; rather, Romans spoke of “the soldiers”?of men, not institutions.

Simon James provides a striking new perspective on Roman history by focusing on the soldiers and their
actions. Rome’s soldiers were less sentinels of civilization than enforcers for aristocrats and autocrats against
foreign foes and internal dissent. They were brutal and unruly, prone to mutiny and rebellion. How, then, to
account for their sustained success and their eventual failure?

Rome’s dominion was achieved through soldiers’ ferocity and excellent weaponry, but to maintain it the
conquered were integrated, as diplomacy accompanied the threat of the sword. Millions of allies and subjects
became Romans themselves through military service. Nevertheless, the aggression of Rome’s soldiers
precipitated the creation of a new Sasanian superpower in Iran and great barbarian confederations in the
North. 106 black-and-white illustrations
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Editorial Review

Review
“[The author is] at his best when he discusses weapons of various types and their development over the long
span of Rome’s rise to dominance in the Mediterranean and Europe.” (Choice)

About the Author
Simon James is Senior Lecturer in the School of Archaeological Studies at the University of Leicester and an
authority on the Roman military.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

This Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons Shaped Roman History are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and
Weapons Shaped Roman History can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons
Shaped Roman History forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Marques:

Typically the book Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons Shaped Roman History has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Maria Davis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons
Shaped Roman History, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.



Melissa Becker:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Rome and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons Shaped Roman History we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Rome
and the Sword: How Warriors and Weapons Shaped Roman History. You can more pleasing than now.
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