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Human rights are one of the most controversial and widely discussed ideas in
contemporary politics, ethics, and law. In recent decades, the philosophy of
human rights has become one of the most lively areas in philosophy. One of the
most significant contributors to the debate has been James Griffin, formerly
White's Professor of Moral Philosophy at the University of Oxford. In his book,
On Human Rights, and in other work, Griffin has defended the view that
contemporary judicial understandings of human rights rest on an insecure
theoretical basis. This has had the result that the language of human rights has
been over-extended, and consequently has less force where it really matters. On
Griffin's view, human rights are best understood as protections of our agency and
personhood, and he argues his case with reference to many real-life human rights
cases. Griffin's book has led to a great deal of discussion, and this volume
collects several of the most significant responses to Griffin by internationally
leading moral and political philosophers. It also includes a response by Griffin
himself. The book does not require first-hand knowledge of Griffin's work, and,
while being required reading for scholars of human rights, will also make an
ideal book for a undergraduate or graduate seminar on human rights.
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Human rights are one of the most controversial and widely discussed ideas in contemporary politics, ethics,
and law. In recent decades, the philosophy of human rights has become one of the most lively areas in
philosophy. One of the most significant contributors to the debate has been James Griffin, formerly White's
Professor of Moral Philosophy at the University of Oxford. In his book, On Human Rights, and in other
work, Griffin has defended the view that contemporary judicial understandings of human rights rest on an
insecure theoretical basis. This has had the result that the language of human rights has been over-extended,
and consequently has less force where it really matters. On Griffin's view, human rights are best understood
as protections of our agency and personhood, and he argues his case with reference to many real-life human
rights cases. Griffin's book has led to a great deal of discussion, and this volume collects several of the most
significant responses to Griffin by internationally leading moral and political philosophers. It also includes a
response by Griffin himself. The book does not require first-hand knowledge of Griffin's work, and, while
being required reading for scholars of human rights, will also make an ideal book for a undergraduate or
graduate seminar on human rights.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the possible merits of an edited collection of essays discussing an earlier work is that, if done well, it
can provide an excellent introduction to different aspects of the volume under consideration while also
reflecting the state of the debate. This is such a book. The contributors are all deeply engaged with James
Griffin's On Human Rights, while also providing some of their own views on the moral foundations of
human rights... each contributor raises important concerns with Griffin's account, motivated by the aim to
provide a plausible, defensible and, ultimately, ethics-relevant account of the foundations of human
rights....Much more could be said about this important volume and its merits, both as a discussion of Griffin's
work in particular and as a general commentary on some of the most pressing issues in the philosophy of
human rights today."
--Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews Online

About the Author

Roger Crisp has taught philosophy at St Anne's College, Oxford, for over twenty-five years. He is the
author of Reasons and the Good (OUP, 2006), co-editor of Well-Being and Morality: Essays in Honour of
James Griffin (with Brad Hooker; Clarendon Press, 2000), and editor of The Oxford Handbook of the History
of Ethics (OUP, 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Griffin on Human Rights book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Griffin on Human
Rights content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Griffin on Human
Rights is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Cory Marshall:

This Griffin on Human Rights tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Griffin on Human Rights can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Griffin on Human Rights giving you an



enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bennie Gale:

Griffin on Human Rights can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Griffin on Human Rights although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Kirk Mathews:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Griffin on Human Rights which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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