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Eighty years after the Scopes Monkey Trial made a spectacle of Christian
fundamentalism and brought national attention to her hometown, Rachel Held
Evansfaced atria of her own when she began to have doubts about her faith.
Growing up in a culture obsessed with apologetics, Evans asks questions she
never thought she would ask. She learns that in order for her faith to survivein a
postmodern context, it must adapt to change and evolve. Using as anillustration
her own spiritual journey from certainty, through doubt, to faith, Evans adds a
unique perspective to the ongoing dial ogue about postmodernism and the church
that has so captivated the Christian community in recent years. In a changing
cultural environment where new ideas threaten the safety and security of the
faith, Evolving in Monkey Town is afearlessly honest story of survival.
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Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers L earned to Ask the Questions By
Rachel Held Evans

Eighty years after the Scopes Monkey Trial made a spectacle of Christian fundamentalism and brought
national attention to her hometown, Rachel Held Evans faced atria of her own when she began to have
doubts about her faith. Growing up in a culture obsessed with apol ogetics, Evans asks questions she never
thought she would ask. She learnsthat in order for her faith to survive in a postmodern context, it must adapt
to change and evolve. Using as an illustration her own spiritual journey from certainty, through doubt, to
faith, Evans adds a unique perspective to the ongoing dial ogue about postmodernism and the church that has
so captivated the Christian community in recent years. In achanging cultural environment where new ideas
threaten the safety and security of the faith, Evolving in Monkey Town is afearlessly honest story of
survival.
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Editorial Review

Review

“These daysthe stories | love to read are the ones that ask questions, that live in the tension, that allow meto
bring my doubt and uncertainty and join the conversation. Rachel Held Evans' Evolving in Monkey Town is
one of those stories.” -- Shauna Niequist|* This book is an argument---Rachel argues with herself, God, the
Bible, and Southern fundamentalism. Somehow, though, we are the winners in this argument because we
learn and watch as a young woman emerges into a maturing faith that lets the kingdom vision of Jesus
reshape her life. | found myself cheering her on.” -- Scot McKnight|“ Rachel Held Evansis brilliant, gutsy,
real, and hilarious, and Evolving in Monkey Town impacted my spiritual journey in ways | never imagined. |
can’'t remember a book that | enjoyed reading more, partly because Rachel is a great writer, and partly
because she so fearlessly examines the conflict between her inherited beliefs about God and the truth of her
own spiritual experience. There's a certain weight to Evolving in Monkey Town that distinguishesit from
the other spiritual memoir books out there.” -- Jim Palmer|“Can | tell you how much | admire Rachel Held
Evans? Sheis smart, compassionate, funny, and relentlessly inquisitive. It is the questions she asks, not the
answers she uncovers, that make Evolving in Monkey Town such a compelling read. There are many good
books worth reading, but atruly remarkable book will leave you pondering matters long after the cover is
closed. | loved this book. That Evans wrote a remarkable debut at such a young age makes me want to slap
her, bless her heart.” -- Karen Spears Zacharias|* Rachel’ s humorous yet humble memoir of growing up in the
evangelical world serves as an encouraging guide for anyone looking to navigate through that particular
subculture. As| saw my own journey reflected in its pages, | appreciated Rachel’ s honesty in revealing the
doubts and questions that arose when she confronted the cracks in the evangelical facade. The story told here
is both faith and doubt affirming, a beautiful reflection of a heart earnestly seeking to follow God fully.” --
Julie Clawson|*A whole generation of evangelicalism’s brightest young people, based upon a common
misunderstanding of 1 Peter 3:15, was taught that vital, living faith is established by a‘worldview’ that one
can explain and defend. Rachel Held Evans, a bright and talented young writer with obvious courage,
challenges this ‘sacred cow.’ Her discovery is surely right---we need afaith that obeys, not aworldview
rooted in absolute certainty. She will help you embrace the questions without losing the redlity of faith.” --
John H. Armstrong

From the Publisher

"With Evolving in Monkey Town, Rachel Held Evans steps onto the stage as a gifted writer, an honest
storyteller, and a compelling voice in the Christian community. She represents what is most hopeful and
promising in anew generation of articulate, intelligent, and faithful young leaders.

"These daysthe stories | loveto read are the ones that ask questions, that live in the tension, that allow meto
bring my doubt and uncertainty and join the conversation. Rachel Held Evans' Evolving in Monkey Town is
one of those stories.” -- Shauna Niequist, author of Cold Tangerines and Bitter sweet

"This book is an argument--Rachel argues with herself, God, the Bible, and Southern fundamentalism.
Somehow, though, we are the winners in this argument because we learn and watch as a young woman
emerges into a maturing faith that lets the kingdom vision of Jesus reshape her life. | found myself cheering
her on." -- Scot McKnight, Karl A. Olsson Professor in Religious Studies, North Park University

"Rachel Held Evansis brilliant, gutsy, real, and hilarious, and Evolving in Monkey Town impacted my
spiritual journey in ways | never imagined. | can't remember abook that | enjoyed reading more, partly



because Rachel is agreat writer, and partly because she so fearlessly examines the conflict between her
inherited beliefs about God and the truth of her own spiritual experience. There's a certain weight to
Evolving in Monkey Town that distinguishes it from the other spiritual memoir books out there." -- Jim
Palmer, author of Divine Nobodies and Wide Open Spaces

"Can | tell you how much | admire Rachel Held Evans? She is smart, compassionate, funny, and relentlessly
inquisitive. It isthe questions she asks, not the answers she uncovers, that make Evolving in Monkey Town
such a compelling read. There are many good books worth reading, but atruly remarkable book will leave
you pondering matters long after the cover is closed. | loved this book. That Evans wrote a remarkable debut
at such ayoung age makes me want to slap her, bless her heart." -- Karen Spears Zacharias, author of Will
Jesus Buy Me a Double-Wide?: ('Cause | Need More Room for My Plasma TV)

"It's not every day that a book with the word “monkey" in the title challenges and encourages me like Rachel
Held Evans' debut. She adds a fresh, courageous voice to the faith-and-doubt discussion, and it'savoice all
of us need to hear." -- Jason Boyett, Author, of O Me of Little Faith: True Confessions of a Spiritual
Weakling

"Evolving in Monkey Town is the kind of book I'll pass along. Rachel Held Evans so accurately highlights
her struggles to have a genuine, life-changing, world-beautifying faith. | love her heart, her journey, her
questions, and her tentative understanding of Jesus. I'll be thinking about this book and its message for
months and years to come. An important read.” -- Mary DeMuth, author of Thin Places: A Memoair

"When we find ourselves asking tough questions, sometimes we want answers, but many times we just want
afriend who is asking the same questions we are. Written with refreshing honesty, Rachel Held Evans new

book Evolving in Monkey Town is going to be that friend for many people." -- Chad Gibbs, Author, of God
and Football: Faith and Fanaticismin the SEC

"Rachel's humorous yet humble memoir of growing up in the evangelical world serves as an encouraging
guide for anyone looking to navigate through that particular subculture. The story told hereis both faith and
doubt affirming, a beautiful reflection of a heart earnestly seeking to follow God fully." -- Julie Clawson,
author of Everyday Justice: The Global Impact of Our Daily Choices

About the Author

Rachel Held Evansis aNew York Times bestselling author who has been featured by many national media
outletsincluding NPR, Slate, BBC, The Washington Post, NBC's Today show, People, and The Atlantic.
Find out more at rachelheldevans.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Timothy Brown:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying abook can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Evolving in Monkey
Town: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask the Questions book because this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
init you may aready know.



Robert Bell:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous way's to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask the Questions,
itis possibleto tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Kenneth Flowers:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask the
Questions can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

James Ensor:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and aso novel and Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who Knew All
the Answers Learned to Ask the Questions or even others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who
Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask the Questions to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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