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Today's world textile and garment trade is valued at a staggering $425 billion.
We are told that under the pressure of increasing globalisation, it is India and
China that are the new world manufacturing powerhouses. However, this is not a
new phenomenon: until the industrial revolution, Asia manufactured great
quantities of colourful printed cottons that were sold to places as far afield as
Japan, West Africa and Europe. Cotton explores this earlier globalised economy
and its transformation after 1750 as cotton led the way in the industrialisation of
Europe. By the early nineteenth century, India, China and the Ottoman Empire
switched from world producers to buyers of European cotton textiles, a position
that they retained for over two hundred years. This is a fascinating and insightful
story which ranges from Asian and European technologies and African slavery to
cotton plantations in the Americas and consumer desires across the globe.
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Today's world textile and garment trade is valued at a staggering $425 billion. We are told that under the
pressure of increasing globalisation, it is India and China that are the new world manufacturing powerhouses.
However, this is not a new phenomenon: until the industrial revolution, Asia manufactured great quantities
of colourful printed cottons that were sold to places as far afield as Japan, West Africa and Europe. Cotton
explores this earlier globalised economy and its transformation after 1750 as cotton led the way in the
industrialisation of Europe. By the early nineteenth century, India, China and the Ottoman Empire switched
from world producers to buyers of European cotton textiles, a position that they retained for over two
hundred years. This is a fascinating and insightful story which ranges from Asian and European technologies
and African slavery to cotton plantations in the Americas and consumer desires across the globe.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a remarkable volume full of insight and originality ... Riello deserves a wide audience and the book will
be of interest to a readership well beyond the audience for world economic history, including cultural and
social history, the histories of art, design, fashion and, of course, textiles themselves."
Ian Donnachie, Reviews in History (history.ac.uk/reviews)

"Mr Riello's meticulous approach and scholarly prose make for a dense work but one that is wide-ranging,
beautifully nuanced and often surprising. Like its namesake, Cotton deserves a wide circulation."
Wall Street Journal

"Reveals much about globalisation ..."
Financial Times

"This is a brilliant study of two periods of globalization, centered and driven first by twelfth- to seventeenth-
century Indian production of cotton textiles, and second by the gradual triumph of Europe, particularly
Britain, beginning in the eighteenth century. Essential."
B. Weinstein, Choice

"... strikingly broad in coverage and even bolder in the sweep of its claims, geographical, chronological and
methodological. ... [a] rich and elaborate work."
Eric Jones, EH.Net

"Giorgio Riello's important and ambitious study on cotton overlaps a bit with books in the commodity
history genre, but it is incontrovertibly more. The author's primary aim is not merely to fill a gap but rather to
contribute to our understanding of nothing less than the origins of modern economic growth and
development. This short review can only hint at the wealth of important data and insights (not to mention the
stunning illustrations) to be found in this book."
Peter A. Coclanis, Journal of Southern History

"This is a beautiful book, packed with dozens of rich photographs of cotton fabric and contemporary
paintings ... Riello preserves a level of nuance and contingency rare in global histories. He has written an
insightful economic history of cotton that should find a wide reading among economic historians and
historians of the Atlantic world."
Andrew C. Baker, The South Carolina Historical Magazine

About the Author
Giorgio Riello is Professor of Global History at the University of Warwick and a member of Warwick's
Global History and Culture Centre. He is the author of A Foot in the Past (2006) and has co-edited several
books including The Spinning World (2009), How India Clothed the World (2009) and Global Design
History (2011). In 2009 he received the Newcomen Prize in Business History, and in 2010 he was awarded
the Philip Leverhulme Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joseph Wilson:

The book Cotton: The Fabric that Made the Modern World can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book
Cotton: The Fabric that Made the Modern World? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Cotton: The Fabric that Made the Modern World has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Chester Grantham:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Cotton: The Fabric that Made the Modern World, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a publication.

Laquita Horton:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Cotton: The Fabric that Made
the Modern World is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jack Lacasse:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Cotton: The Fabric that Made
the Modern World to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the reserve Cotton: The Fabric that Made the Modern World can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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