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In Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st Century, Anicée Van
Engeland describes how the practice and evolution of warfare have turned
international humanitarian law into an enigmatic law that is complex to
understand, interpret, and enforce. Van Engeland identifies the challenges that
advocates of international humanitarian law face, which range from genocide,
asymmetrical warfare, and terrorism to rape as a weapon.

The events of 9/11 and the aftermath have put this branch of international law, in
particular, the distinction between civilians and combatants, to the test. Van
Engeland describes how some analysts have both questioned whether
international law can adapt to these issues and challenged international
humanitarian law on the basis that it cannot meet today's warfare realities. Van
Engeland responds to these critics, reminding readers that international
humanitarian law was not drafted to rule on war, but rather to protect victims of
war, in particular civilians. Consequently, Van Engeland demonstrates that this
branch of international law is in constant evolution. Through a thorough and
illustrated analysis, Van Engeland explains how civilians and combatants are still
distinguishable, as well as how international humanitarian has been stretched to
meet these challenges.
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In Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st Century, Anicée Van Engeland describes how the
practice and evolution of warfare have turned international humanitarian law into an enigmatic law that is
complex to understand, interpret, and enforce. Van Engeland identifies the challenges that advocates of
international humanitarian law face, which range from genocide, asymmetrical warfare, and terrorism to rape
as a weapon.

The events of 9/11 and the aftermath have put this branch of international law, in particular, the distinction
between civilians and combatants, to the test. Van Engeland describes how some analysts have both
questioned whether international law can adapt to these issues and challenged international humanitarian law
on the basis that it cannot meet today's warfare realities. Van Engeland responds to these critics, reminding
readers that international humanitarian law was not drafted to rule on war, but rather to protect victims of
war, in particular civilians. Consequently, Van Engeland demonstrates that this branch of international law is
in constant evolution. Through a thorough and illustrated analysis, Van Engeland explains how civilians and
combatants are still distinguishable, as well as how international humanitarian has been stretched to meet
these challenges.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The distinction between combatants and non-combatants has been reflected upon by scholars and military
strategists throughout the history of warfare, and plays a particularly pertinent role in today's age. This book
constitutes a provocative and courageous tour de force of the issue from the perspective of international
humanitarian law, and will appeal to all those- in academia and beyond- trying to make sense of our
troubling times." --Oliver Jutersonke Head of Research, Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding
(CCDP), Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva "

About the Author

Anicée Van Engeland is a lecturer in law at the University of Exeter, UK and a research associate at SOAS.
She is an international human rights jurist and a political analyst. She is also a consultant and a trainer for
several universities, research centers and think tanks worldwide.

Van Engeland's fields of expertise are international human rights, human rights in Iran, international
humanitarian law, Islamic humanitarian law, refugees' issues, terrorism, and torture.

Van Engeland has published articles in each of these research fields. Her most recent publications include an
article "Islam and the Protection of Civilians in the Conduct of Hostilities: The Asymmetrical war from the
Transnational Terrorist Groups' Viewpoint and from the Muslim Modernists' Viewpoint."
She holds a PhD Islamic World from the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, an LLM from Harvard Law
School, an M.A. in Iranian Studies from Paris III Sorbonne, an M.A. in International Relations from Paris II
Assas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st Century (Terrorism and Global Justice Series).

James Brady:

Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st Century (Terrorism and Global Justice Series) can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has



good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st Century (Terrorism and Global
Justice Series) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Joshua Little:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the
21st Century (Terrorism and Global Justice Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Darren Perez:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Civilian or Combatant?: A Challenge for the 21st
Century (Terrorism and Global Justice Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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