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In this absorbing autobiography, Herman B Wells, the legendary former
president of Indiana University, recalls his small-town boyhood, the strong
influence of his parents, his pioneering work with Indiana banks during the Great
Depression, and his connection with IU, which began as a student when the still
provincial school had fewer than 3,000 students. At the end of his 25-year tenure
as president, IU was a university with an international reputation and a student
body that would soon exceed 30,000. Both lighthearted and serious, Wells’s
reflections describe in welcome detail how he approached the job, his
observations on administration, his thoughts on academic freedom and tenure, his
approach to student and alumni relations, and his views on the role of the
university as a cultural center. Being Lucky is a nourishing brew of the
memories, advice, wit, and wisdom of a remarkable man.
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In this absorbing autobiography, Herman B Wells, the legendary former president of Indiana University,
recalls his small-town boyhood, the strong influence of his parents, his pioneering work with Indiana banks
during the Great Depression, and his connection with IU, which began as a student when the still provincial
school had fewer than 3,000 students. At the end of his 25-year tenure as president, IU was a university with
an international reputation and a student body that would soon exceed 30,000. Both lighthearted and serious,
Wells’s reflections describe in welcome detail how he approached the job, his observations on
administration, his thoughts on academic freedom and tenure, his approach to student and alumni relations,
and his views on the role of the university as a cultural center. Being Lucky is a nourishing brew of the
memories, advice, wit, and wisdom of a remarkable man.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A tribute to a great university and to a man with foresight who also had the courage to act on his
convictions." ?Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette

"Wells’s humor, wit, and humanity pervade every chapter." ?Indiana Magazine of History

"Being Lucky is as entertaining as it is informative. Wells' biographer, James H. Capshew, called it 'a manual
of higher education management.'... Reading Wells' fascinating autobiography shows why it is no wonder
that Indiana University is so proud of the great man and honors his accomplishments." ?LOUISVILLE
COURIER JOURNAL

"An honest report by a most successful educator [and] a tribute to a great university and to a man with
foresight who also had the courage to act on his convictions." ?The Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette

"Much more than the title might suggest [this is] a heart-warming account of a young boy and his parents
determined that a son should have a college education, a classic and detailed account of his widening
involvement with every aspect of higher education, and a stirring story of a wise administrator. [Wells’s] life
is an astonishing success story.... He was not just lucky, he was careful and courageous." ?Journal of Higher
Education

From the Back Cover
In the early chapters of this book Herman Wells recalls his boyhood in a small Indiana town, the strong
influence of his parents, and his pioneering work for the Indiana Department of Financial Institutions during
the Depression. In ten reflective chapters on the presidency itself, Dr. Wells gives us his views, lighthearted
as well as serious, on how to run a university, and specifically how he approached the job at Indiana. Being
Lucky is full of the reflections, advice, wit, and wisdom of a remarkable man.

About the Author

Herman B Wells (1902–2000) served Indiana University in a variety of capacities, most notably as its 11th
president and as chancellor, and was pivotal in IU’s development into a world-class institution of higher
learning.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that Being Lucky: Reminiscences and Reflections (Indiana)
to read.

Harry Baxter:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Being Lucky: Reminiscences
and Reflections (Indiana) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Barstow:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Being Lucky: Reminiscences and Reflections (Indiana).

Edward Doucet:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Being Lucky: Reminiscences and
Reflections (Indiana) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Being Lucky:
Reminiscences and Reflections (Indiana) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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