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Morocco is notable for its stable and durable monarchy, its close ties with the
West, its vibrant cultural life, and its centrality to regional politics. This book, by
distinguished historian, Susan Gilson Miller, offers a richly documented survey
of modern Moroccan history. The author's original and astute interpretations of
the events, ideas, and personalities that inform contemporary political life are
testimony to her scholarship and long association with the country. Arguing that
pragmatism rather than ideology has shaped the monarchy's response to crisis,
the book begins with the French invasion of Algeria in 1830 and Morocco's
abortive efforts at reform, the duel with colonial powers and the loss of
independence in 1912, the burdens and benefits of France's forty-four year
dominion, and the stunning success of the nationalist movement leading to
independence in 1956. In the post-independence era, the book traces the
monarchy's gradual monopolization of power and the resulting political paralysis,
ending with the last years of Hassan II's reign, when Moroccan society
experienced a sudden and radical opening. A postscript brings events up to 2012,
covering topics such as Morocco's "war on terror," the détente between the
monarchy and the Islamists, and the impact of the Arab Spring. This concise,
readable book will inform and enthrall students coming to the history of North
Africa for the first time, and also those in other disciplines searching for the
background to present-day events in the region.
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Morocco is notable for its stable and durable monarchy, its close ties with the West, its vibrant cultural life,
and its centrality to regional politics. This book, by distinguished historian, Susan Gilson Miller, offers a
richly documented survey of modern Moroccan history. The author's original and astute interpretations of the
events, ideas, and personalities that inform contemporary political life are testimony to her scholarship and
long association with the country. Arguing that pragmatism rather than ideology has shaped the monarchy's
response to crisis, the book begins with the French invasion of Algeria in 1830 and Morocco's abortive
efforts at reform, the duel with colonial powers and the loss of independence in 1912, the burdens and
benefits of France's forty-four year dominion, and the stunning success of the nationalist movement leading
to independence in 1956. In the post-independence era, the book traces the monarchy's gradual
monopolization of power and the resulting political paralysis, ending with the last years of Hassan II's reign,
when Moroccan society experienced a sudden and radical opening. A postscript brings events up to 2012,
covering topics such as Morocco's "war on terror," the détente between the monarchy and the Islamists, and
the impact of the Arab Spring. This concise, readable book will inform and enthrall students coming to the
history of North Africa for the first time, and also those in other disciplines searching for the background to
present-day events in the region.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Told with wit, intimate knowledge and commendable brevity and pace."
The Times Literary Supplement

"Miller demonstrates a deft historical hand, breaking down a complex and multi-faceted history into nine
chapters that cover 180 years of Moroccan history. ... Miller makes an important contribution to the field of
North Africa studies. She has written an engaging narrative that will interest both professors and
undergraduates. After finishing Miller's insightful survey, readers can only hope - much as does the author
and this reviewer - that its publication will contribute to a better understanding of the blockages that have
prohibited 'contemporary historical discourse' while also pointing to future paths of research."
Stacy E. Holden, The International Journal of African Historical Studies

About the Author
Susan Gilson Miller is a Professor in the History Department at the University of California, Davis. Her
research interests focus on Islamic urbanism, travel and migration, minorities in the Muslim world and the
historiography of colonialism and nationalism, with a special emphasis on North Africa. Her most recent
publications are The Architecture and Memory of the Minority Quarter of the Muslim Mediterranean City
(2010) and Berbers and Others: Beyond Tribe and Nation in the Maghrib (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Within other case, little persons like to read book A History of Modern Morocco. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book A History of
Modern Morocco. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we
can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Anthony Flowers:

The book A History of Modern Morocco can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book A History of Modern
Morocco? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A History of
Modern Morocco has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



Pete Dominguez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book A History of Modern Morocco it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Robert Lyman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A History of Modern Morocco can make you experience more interested to read.
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