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This is Philip Efiong’s account of the Nigeria–Biafra Civil War (1967–70). He
was a key player during the event and second-in-command to the Biafran leader,
General Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-Ojukwu. The story begins with the coup
d’états of January and July 1966, and recounts ensuing ethnic and regional
conflicts.

After the first coup, Efiong is posted to State House as Principal Staff Officer and
then to Kaduna as Acting Commander of the First Brigade. But the second coup
is executed shortly after and he is forced to escape from Kaduna following a
failed attempt on his life. He makes his way back to the East where he also
relocates his family after officers have been directed by the new military
government to return to their regions of origin.

Efiong is in Enugu when talks break down between the new military head of
state, then Lieutenant Colonel Yakubu Gowon and the Governor of the Eastern
Region, Lieutenant Colonel Ojukwu. The result is a declaration of secession by
the Eastern Region (Biafra), which leads to the outbreak of war in July 1967. In
Biafra, after holding a number of positions, Efiong ends up as Chief of General
Staff and second-in-command to the Biafran leader. With each incursion and
onslaught by the enemy, the author moves his family to a new town or village
until they arrive in Owerri, their last place of refuge before Biafra’s collapse.
Ojukwu then flees and hands over power to Efiong who performs the final task of
leading a delegation to Lagos to negotiate peace and deliver Biafra’s surrender.
The war formally comes to an end on 15 January 1970, after which former
Biafran officers, including Efiong, receive punishments ranging from dismissal
to imprisonment.
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Yakubu Gowon and the Governor of the Eastern Region, Lieutenant Colonel Ojukwu. The result is a
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Biafra, after holding a number of positions, Efiong ends up as Chief of General Staff and second-in-
command to the Biafran leader. With each incursion and onslaught by the enemy, the author moves his
family to a new town or village until they arrive in Owerri, their last place of refuge before Biafra’s collapse.
Ojukwu then flees and hands over power to Efiong who performs the final task of leading a delegation to
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1970, after which former Biafran officers, including Efiong, receive punishments ranging from dismissal to
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Philip Asuquo Efiong was born in 1925 in Aba, present Abia State, Nigeria. He joined the army in 1945 and
in 1956 was commissioned second lieutenant after receiving his officer training in the UK. He served in
peacekeeping roles in Cameroon and the Congo before his appointment as first Nigerian Director of
Ordnance Services of the Nigerian Army in 1963. After the first coup d’état of January 1966, he was posted
to Supreme Headquarters as Principal Staff Officer and in May of the same year served as Acting Chief of
Staff. In July he was posted to Kaduna as Acting Brigade Commander of the First Brigade but narrowly
escaped back to Lagos following the countercoup of 29 Jul. In compliance with orders that officers return to
their regions of origin, he returned to the East where, in 1967, the civil war broke out. As a Biafran officer,
Major General Efiong served in various capacities as Chief of Logistics, Chief of Staff, Commandant of the
Militia and Chief of General Staff. In January 1970 he called for an end to hostilities and voluntarily led a
delegation of surrender to Lagos. He died on 6 November 2003.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra Odyssey, 1966–1970.

George Miller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra Odyssey,
1966–1970 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Derick Heinz:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra Odyssey, 1966–1970 book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer



connected with The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra Odyssey, 1966–1970 content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra
Odyssey, 1966–1970 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Alan Sarno:

The reason? Because this The Caged Bird Sang No More: My Biafra Odyssey, 1966–1970 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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