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From the award-winning author of The Rise of Islamic State, the essential
story of the Middle East’s disintegration

The Age of Jihad charts the turmoil of today’s Middle East and the devastating
role the West has played in the region from 2001 to the present. Beginning with
the US-led invasion of Afghanistan, Cockburn explores the vast geopolitical
struggle that is the Sunni–Shia conflict, a clash that shapes the war on terror,
western military interventions, the evolution of the insurgency, the civil wars in
Yemen, Libya and Syria, the Arab Spring, the fall of regional dictators, and the
rise of Islamic State.

As Cockburn shows in arresting detail, Islamic State did not explode into
existence in Syria in the wake of the Arab Spring, as conventional wisdom would
have it. The organization gestated over several years in occupied Iraq, before
growing to the point where it can threaten the stability of the whole region.
Cockburn was the first Western journalist to warn of the dangers posed by
Islamic State. His originality and breadth of vision make The Age of Jihad the
most in-depth analysis of the regional crisis in the Middle East to date.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Patrick Cockburn spotted the emergence of ISIS much earlier than anybody else and wrote about it with a
depth of understanding that was just in a league of its own. Nobody else was writing that stuff at that time,
and the judges wondered whether the Government should consider pensioning off the whole of MI6 and
hiring Patrick Cockburn instead. The breadth of his knowledge and his ability make connections is
phenomenal.”
—Judges of the Foreign Affairs Journalist of the Year Award 2014

“Quite simply, the best Western journalist at work in the Middle East today.”
—Seymour M. Hersh

“One of the best informed on-the-ground journalists. He was almost always correct on Iraq.”
—Sidney Blumenthal, in an email to Hillary Clinton

“Cockburn wears his opinions on his sleeve—informed opinions, that project an aura of the New (now
oldish) Left—so you can get an honest take on his perspective. That perspective can be dizzying, both
panoptic and intimate.”
—Peter Lewis, San Francisco Chronicle

“A fine and courageous journalist, who has displayed a sustained commitment to laying bare the tribulations
of the Middle East... This book confirms Cockburn's reputation as a reporter and analyst.”
—Max Hastings, Sunday Times

“A compelling series of dispatches from a journalist who has learned the hard golden rule in Iraq: ‘to
forecast the worst possible outcome.’”
 —Kirkus

“It is a brilliant tour d’horizon of the new wars, a chronicle compiled from despatches, notes and diaries. No
one could be better placed for this task and no one else could have produced such a lucid and comprehensive
account.”
—Robert Fox, Evening Standard

“Likely to be a reference for future scholars. Cockburn’s dispatches make for a somber, vivid, and gripping
work of eyewitness history.”
—Publishers Weekly

“His reports coalesce here, giving life and shape to the forces of terror currently shaping the region and
beyond. The book serves as a strong argument for sharpening the mind of each and every politician
responsible for the continuing calamity.”
—GQ

“A meticulous and blistering condemnation of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East.”
—Macleans



"This book is required reading for anyone who wants to try to understand the disaster. It should be
compulsory reading for politicians, diplomats, defence chiefs and the academic think-tanks whose members
make confident predictions, usually confounded by what follows.”
—Allan Massie, Scotsman

About the Author
Patrick Cockburn is a Middle East correspondent for the Independent and has worked previously for the
Financial Times. He has written three books on Iraq’s recent history, including the National Book Circle
Awards– shortlisted The Occupation and Saddam Hussein: An American Obsession (with Andrew
Cockburn), as well as a memoir, The Broken Boy, and, with his son, a book on schizophrenia, Henry’s
Demons, which was shortlisted for a Costa Award. He won the Martha Gellhorn Prize in 2005, the James
Cameron Prize in 2006, and the Orwell Prize for Journalism in 2009. More recently he has been awarded
Foreign Commentator of the Year at the 2013 Editorial Intelligence Comment Awards, Foreign Affairs
Journalist of the Year in British Journalism Award 2014, and Foreign Reporter of the Year in Press Awards
2014.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

The book The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like
a book The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East? A few of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Anthony Green:

This The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This specific The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the
Middle East without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East can
bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle
East having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Terry Buehler:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of



information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East.

Piedad Trainor:

The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Age of Jihad: Islamic State and the Great War for the Middle East but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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