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Madly after the Muses examines the use of Graeco-Roman samplings in the
Bengali works of Michael Madhusudan Datta (1824-1873), the nineteenth-
century poet and playwright. His oeuvre, which includes a Bengali play
dramatizing a Hindu version of the Judgement of Paris, a retelling of the Sanskrit
Ramayana using various Vergilian and Homeric tropes, a Hindu response to
Ovid's Heroides, and a Bengali prose version of the first half of Homer's Iliad,
utilize the Greek and Roman classics in a surprising and subversive way. Though
steeped in contemporary British literary culture, Madhusudan's Bengali works
bypassed the literary trends of his British contemporaries and, most strikingly,
used the Western classics to defy the hegemonic elite culture of the Hindu
pundits. He treated traditional Hindu material with innovations inspired by the
literature of the Graeco-Roman world, and provided an Orientalist Indo-
European reading of the ancient cultures of India and Europe. By subverting
contemporary British constructions of what constituted 'classical', he also
highlighted counter-currents within the Western classical discourse.

In this volume, Riddiford introduces new texts and contexts to the fields of
classical reception and postcolonial scholarship, and includes appendices with
translated excerpts from Bengali works not previously translated into English. He
also examines the Bengali poet's classical education, drawing on new material
from various archives to show that he was given a rigorous British-style classical
education, offering a surprising early chapter in the story of the dissemination
and reception of the Graeco-Roman classics in India.
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Madly after the Muses examines the use of Graeco-Roman samplings in the Bengali works of Michael
Madhusudan Datta (1824-1873), the nineteenth-century poet and playwright. His oeuvre, which includes a
Bengali play dramatizing a Hindu version of the Judgement of Paris, a retelling of the Sanskrit Ramayana
using various Vergilian and Homeric tropes, a Hindu response to Ovid's Heroides, and a Bengali prose
version of the first half of Homer's Iliad, utilize the Greek and Roman classics in a surprising and subversive
way. Though steeped in contemporary British literary culture, Madhusudan's Bengali works bypassed the
literary trends of his British contemporaries and, most strikingly, used the Western classics to defy the
hegemonic elite culture of the Hindu pundits. He treated traditional Hindu material with innovations inspired
by the literature of the Graeco-Roman world, and provided an Orientalist Indo-European reading of the
ancient cultures of India and Europe. By subverting contemporary British constructions of what constituted
'classical', he also highlighted counter-currents within the Western classical discourse.

In this volume, Riddiford introduces new texts and contexts to the fields of classical reception and
postcolonial scholarship, and includes appendices with translated excerpts from Bengali works not
previously translated into English. He also examines the Bengali poet's classical education, drawing on new
material from various archives to show that he was given a rigorous British-style classical education,
offering a surprising early chapter in the story of the dissemination and reception of the Graeco-Roman
classics in India.
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Editorial Review

Review
Alexander Riddifords book ... is unique ... it shows us, in great detail and with great care and precision, the
exact extent of Madhusudans investment in the western classics and how they informed his thinking and his
work. Rosinka Chaudhuri, The Book Review Madhusudan Datta is revealed in his work as a hybrid of
cultural identity, as Riddiford skilfully brings home to the reader ... Madly after the Muses is definitely
recommended for those who are interested in the history of colonialism, particularly British colonialism, but
above all to those who are engaged in what is broadly understood as the Reception of Antiquity. Riddiford
has succeeded superbly in doing justice to the approach to his work as proposed in the Introduction. Matylda
Obryk, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Alexander Riddiford is Barrister of the Inner Temple, England. He studied Classics and Sanskrit at
Magdalen College, Oxford. Having left academia in 2009 to qualify as a barrister, he was awarded Inner
Temple's top scholarships two years in a row before being called to the Bar of England and Wales in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

This Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception
of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael
Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Eric Langley:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a book.
The book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is



not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Arlie Carrillo:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael
Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) can give you a lot
of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael
Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences).

Jonathan Carney:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) when you essential it?

Download and Read Online Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet
Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford
#B7G3Z6DE4LM



Read Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan
Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical
Presences) By Alexander Riddiford for online ebook

Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman
Classics (Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman
Classics (Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford books to read online.

Online Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his
Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford
ebook PDF download

Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford Doc

Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics
(Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford Mobipocket

Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics
(Classical Presences) By Alexander Riddiford EPub


