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It is a widespread prejudice of modern, scientific society that "magic" is merely a
ludicrous amalgam of recipes and methods derived from primitive and erroneous
notions about nature. Eros and Magic in the Renaissance challenges this view,
providing an in-depth scholarly explanation of the workings of magic and
showing that magic continues to exist in an altered form even today.

Renaissance magic, according to Ioan Couliano, was a scientifically plausible
attempt to manipulate individuals and groups based on a knowledge of
motivations, particularly erotic motivations. Its key principle was that everyone
(and in a sense everything) could be influenced by appeal to sexual desire. In
addition, the magician relied on a profound knowledge of the art of memory to
manipulate the imaginations of his subjects. In these respects, Couliano suggests,
magic is the precursor of the modern psychological and sociological sciences,
and the magician is the distant ancestor of the psychoanalyst and the advertising
and publicity agent.

In the course of his study, Couliano examines in detail the ideas of such writers
as Giordano Bruno, Marsilio Ficino, and Pico della Mirandola and illuminates
many aspects of Renaissance culture, including heresy, medicine, astrology,
alchemy, courtly love, the influence of classical mythology, and even the role of
fashion in clothing.

Just as science gives the present age its ruling myth, so magic gave a ruling myth
to the Renaissance. Because magic relied upon the use of images, and images
were repressed and banned in the Reformation and subsequent history, magic
was replaced by exact science and modern technology and eventually forgotten.
Couliano's remarkable scholarship helps us to recover much of its original
significance and will interest a wide audience in the humanities and social
sciences.
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It is a widespread prejudice of modern, scientific society that "magic" is merely a ludicrous amalgam of
recipes and methods derived from primitive and erroneous notions about nature. Eros and Magic in the
Renaissance challenges this view, providing an in-depth scholarly explanation of the workings of magic and
showing that magic continues to exist in an altered form even today.

Renaissance magic, according to Ioan Couliano, was a scientifically plausible attempt to manipulate
individuals and groups based on a knowledge of motivations, particularly erotic motivations. Its key
principle was that everyone (and in a sense everything) could be influenced by appeal to sexual desire. In
addition, the magician relied on a profound knowledge of the art of memory to manipulate the imaginations
of his subjects. In these respects, Couliano suggests, magic is the precursor of the modern psychological and
sociological sciences, and the magician is the distant ancestor of the psychoanalyst and the advertising and
publicity agent.

In the course of his study, Couliano examines in detail the ideas of such writers as Giordano Bruno, Marsilio
Ficino, and Pico della Mirandola and illuminates many aspects of Renaissance culture, including heresy,
medicine, astrology, alchemy, courtly love, the influence of classical mythology, and even the role of fashion
in clothing.

Just as science gives the present age its ruling myth, so magic gave a ruling myth to the Renaissance.
Because magic relied upon the use of images, and images were repressed and banned in the Reformation and
subsequent history, magic was replaced by exact science and modern technology and eventually forgotten.
Couliano's remarkable scholarship helps us to recover much of its original significance and will interest a
wide audience in the humanities and social sciences.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author

Ioan P. Couliano (1950-91) was a fellow of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study (Wassenaar) and
Professor in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago at the time of his death. His many books and
articles include Experiences de l'extase, Gnosticismo, and Psychanodia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Eros and Magic in the
Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Dollie Simmons:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago
Original Paperback) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Paul Moore:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback) this book consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the



writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Delilah Jordan:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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