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In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible introduction to contemporary social
theory, Anthony Elliott examines the major social theoretical traditions. The first
edition set new standards for introductory textbooks, such was the far-reaching
sweep of social theorists discussed – including Theodor Adorno, Herbert
Marcuse, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony Giddens,
Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva, Jurgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek,
Manuel Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio Agamben and Manuel
De Landa.

From the Frankfurt School to globalization, from feminism to the network
society, this new edition has been fully revised and updated, taking into account
the most recent developments in social theory. The second edition also contains a
completely new chapter on classical social theory, allowing students to
contextualise the modern debates.

Like its predecessor, the second edition of Contemporary Social Theory
combines stylish exposition with reflective social critique and original insights.
This new edition will prove a superb textbook with which to navigate the twists
and turns of contemporary social theory as taught in the disciplines of sociology,
politics, history, cultural studies and many more.
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In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible introduction to contemporary social theory, Anthony Elliott
examines the major social theoretical traditions. The first edition set new standards for introductory
textbooks, such was the far-reaching sweep of social theorists discussed – including Theodor Adorno,
Herbert Marcuse, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu,
Julia Kristeva, Jurgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek, Manuel Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt
Bauman, Giorgio Agamben and Manuel De Landa.

From the Frankfurt School to globalization, from feminism to the network society, this new edition has been
fully revised and updated, taking into account the most recent developments in social theory. The second
edition also contains a completely new chapter on classical social theory, allowing students to contextualise
the modern debates.

Like its predecessor, the second edition of Contemporary Social Theory combines stylish exposition with
reflective social critique and original insights. This new edition will prove a superb textbook with which to
navigate the twists and turns of contemporary social theory as taught in the disciplines of sociology, politics,
history, cultural studies and many more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the best contemporary social theory text currently on the market. It is highly accessible, explaining
ideas in the clearest possible language without compromising depth and complexity. Accordingly, it is a
book that would work well for students at all levels. Undergraduates with no background in social theory
will be able to easily engage with this text, and this is something that can not be said of any other
contemporary social theory textbook that considers the range of theorists and complexity of ideas that this
book does. More advanced students, including professional social theorists, will find that Elliott provides
great clarity on some of the most difficult, yet most influential, ideas in contemporary social thought." Ann
Branaman, Associate Professor of Sociology Florida Atlantic University, USA

"It is very hard to write an outstanding introduction to any subject and particularly hard to do so for a subject
as demanding as contemporary social theory. Anthony Elliott succeeds superbly. His book offers a reliable
guide to the big debates in social theory while never glossing over the difficult questions." Professor David
Held, Co-Director, Centre for the Study of Global Governance, LSE, UK

"Magnificent. Elliot visits a vast range of theorists and shows how they reveal the beautiful complexity of
everyday social life. He makes social theory relevant and meaningful, simple, sexy and exciting." Tom
Inglis, Professor of Sociology, University College Dublin, Ireland

"No one I know is better able than Anthony Elliott to get to the heart of complex theories, then to write of
them clearly yet critically." Charles Lemert, Andrus Professor of Sociology at Wesleyan University and
author of Thinking the Unthinkable, USA

"This is an amazingly fluent analysis of contemporary social theory. It should be widely read for its careful
and insightful dissection of the main theories and of their particular strengths and weaknesses. It will b

About the Author

Anthony Elliott is Director of the Hawke Research Institute, where he is Research Professor of Sociology at
the University of South Australia. His recent books include Reinvention (2012), The Routledge Companion
to Social Theory (ed., 2010) and The Routledge Handbook of Identity Studies (ed., 2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Carter:

This Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction without we realize teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Contemporary Social Theory: An
introduction can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you



can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James Ellis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Cynthia Bryant:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction can be your answer as it can be read by
a person who have those short extra time problems.

Willie McCall:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.
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