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Since the publication of his first novel, The Chosen, Chaim Potok has been
regarded as one of the most important Jewish-American writers of our time. In
that 1967 landmark work, in its sequel The Promise (1969), and in the other
works that followed, Potok has explored the conflict between Jewish values and
the secular American culture against which these enlightening stories are set.
This full-length critical study introduces students to the powerful fiction of
Potok. By examining in depth not only the spiritual elements but also the literary
components that make works such as My Name Is Asher Lev (1972) best-sellers,
this Critical Companion helps readers gain an appreciation for the considerable
literary achievements of Potok. A close reading is given for each of Potok's eight
novels, including his most recent work set in the Korean War, I Am the Clay
(1992). A full chapter on each title examines character and plot development,
major themes, and stylistic features. A discussion of the historical context as well
as a close critical reading further enhances the understanding and appreciation of
each work.

This Critical Companion provides an up-to-date, detailed biography of Chaim
Potok, examining his life as a man, as a rabbi, and as an artist. A literary heritage
chapter explores the influences on Potok's writings, both literary and spiritual.
This section helps students of all backgrounds understand the basic tenets and the
important distinctions within contemporary Judaism. This discussion also
examines what it means to be a Jewish-American writer. Full literary analysis of
Potok's eight novels is provided, each book with its own chapter. A specially
selected bibliography of reviews, criticism, and biographical information
completes this volume.
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This Critical Companion provides an up-to-date, detailed biography of Chaim Potok, examining his life as a
man, as a rabbi, and as an artist. A literary heritage chapter explores the influences on Potok's writings, both
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Editorial Review

About the Author

SANFORD STERNLICHT teaches in Syracuse University's English Department and Judaic Studies
Program. He is a series editor for Syracuse University Press. His recent books on modern writers include
Stephen Spender, Jean Rhys, and All Things Herriot: James Herriot and His Peacable Kingdom. He also
frequently writes on poetry and Irish literature. His essay on Padraic Colum appeared in Modern Irish
Writers: A Bio-Critical Sourcebook (Greenwood 1997). He has contributed articles to many periodicals
including College English, Harvard Magazine, Writer's Digest, Calcutta Review, and Renaissance
Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Chaim Potok: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers).

Roberta Bourland:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Chaim Potok: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) which is keeping the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

David Black:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Chaim Potok: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) or others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was



created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Chaim Potok: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Lorretta Cox:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Chaim Potok: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) we can
have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book Chaim Potok: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers). You can more attractive than now.
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