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This is an extraordinary contemporary account of witchcraft and witch-hunting in
the modern world. A powerful ethnographic study of witch-hunting in 1980s
South Africa - a period of rapid social change - this book demonstrates the extent
to which witchcraft must be seen, not as a residue of 'traditional' culture but as
part of a complex social drama which is deeply embedded in contemporary
political and economic processes. Isak Niehaus provides the context for this
fascinating study of witchcraft practices. He shows how witchcraft was
politicised against the backdrop of the apartheid state, the liberation struggle and
the establishment of the first post-apartheid regime, which all affected
conceptions of witchcraft. Niehaus demonstrates how the ANC and other
political groups used witchcraft beliefs to further their own agenda. He explores
the increasingly conservative role of the chiefs and the Christian church. In the
process, he reveals the fraught nature of intergenerational and gender relations.
The result is a truly insightful and theoretically engaged account of a much-
studied but frequently misunderstood practice.
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This is an extraordinary contemporary account of witchcraft and witch-hunting in the modern world. A
powerful ethnographic study of witch-hunting in 1980s South Africa - a period of rapid social change - this
book demonstrates the extent to which witchcraft must be seen, not as a residue of 'traditional' culture but as
part of a complex social drama which is deeply embedded in contemporary political and economic processes.
Isak Niehaus provides the context for this fascinating study of witchcraft practices. He shows how witchcraft
was politicised against the backdrop of the apartheid state, the liberation struggle and the establishment of
the first post-apartheid regime, which all affected conceptions of witchcraft. Niehaus demonstrates how the
ANC and other political groups used witchcraft beliefs to further their own agenda. He explores the
increasingly conservative role of the chiefs and the Christian church. In the process, he reveals the fraught
nature of intergenerational and gender relations. The result is a truly insightful and theoretically engaged
account of a much-studied but frequently misunderstood practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Witchcraft" characterizes Western invention of Africa: similar phenomena are rarely called witchcraft
elsewhere in the world. Niehaus (anthropology, Univ. of Natal, South Africa) critically reviews this most
exotic element of African ethnography, bringing to bear current theories of human agency, avoiding
romantic separation of behavior from history and politics, and demonstrating how dynamic social processes
help people cope with radically changing circumstances. Witchcraft is a "'persecutorial' view of misfortune"-
-that is, "bad luck" is someone's fault. In the wrenching decades of recent South Africa, fingers may be
pointed in many directions, but especially at whites. The iniquities of apartheid have been matched by
economic woes and stresses to black family life. Because of the superior technologies of whites and their
absolute control of wealth, they are either cruel witches themselves or they must provide clandestine powers
to black witches. Witchcraft accusations have increased following shifting postcolonial politics. Neihaus's
richly detailed study joins recent research on the west African goddess Mami Wata and European vampires
in east Africa in striving to grasp local understandings of capitalism and the "seedbeds of envy" it inspires, as
well as related globalizing processes that exclude most Africans from their benefits. Advanced
undergraduates and above." --- A. F. Roberts, University of California, Los Angeles in CHOICE

About the Author
Isak Niehaus is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, University of
Pretoria, South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Witchcraft, Power and
Politics: Exploring the Occult in the South African Lowveld (Anthropology, Culture and Society)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Tasha Page:

This Witchcraft, Power and Politics: Exploring the Occult in the South African Lowveld (Anthropology,
Culture and Society) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Witchcraft, Power and
Politics: Exploring the Occult in the South African Lowveld (Anthropology, Culture and Society) in your



hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Frances Barrett:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Witchcraft, Power and Politics: Exploring the Occult in the South African Lowveld
(Anthropology, Culture and Society) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Omer Brown:

This Witchcraft, Power and Politics: Exploring the Occult in the South African Lowveld (Anthropology,
Culture and Society) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Witchcraft, Power and Politics: Exploring the
Occult in the South African Lowveld (Anthropology, Culture and Society) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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