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Newbery Award-winning author Matt de la Peña's We Were Here is a "fast,
funny, smart, and heartbreaking" novel [Booklist].

   When it happened, Miguel was sent to Juvi. The judge gave him a year in a
group home—said he had to write in a journal so some counselor could try to
figure out how he thinks. The judge had no idea that he actually did Miguel a
favor. Ever since it happened, his mom can’t even look at him in the face. Any
home besides his would be a better place to live.
    But Miguel didn’t bet on meeting Rondell or Mong or on any of what
happened after they broke out. He only thought about Mexico and getting to the
border to where he could start over. Forget his mom. Forget his brother. Forget
himself.
    Life usually doesn’ t work out how you think it will, though. And most of the
time, running away is the quickest path right back to what you’re running from.
   From the streets of Stockton to the beaches of Venice, all the way to the
Mexican border, We Were Here follows a journey of self-discovery by a boy who
is trying to forgive himself in an unforgiving world.

"Fast, funny, smart, and heartbreaking...The contemporary survival adventure
will keep readers hooked."-Booklist

"This gripping story about underprivileged teens is a rewarding read."-VOYA

"A furiously paced and gripping novel."-Publishers Weekly

"A story of friendship that will appeal to teens and will engage the most
reluctant readers."-Kirkus Reviews

An ALA-YALSA Best Book for Young Readers

An ALA-YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

A Junior Library Guild Selection
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up—Miguel struggles to forgive himself for a tragic event that changed his life and his family
forever. He willingly accepts his one-year sentence to a juvenile detention center and the requirement that he
keep a journal. De La Peña uses the conceit of the journal to tell the story in Miguel's words. At the center,
Miguel befriends Rondell, a mentally challenged teen prone to violent outbursts, and Mong, a troubled boy
with myriad physical and emotional problems. Mong organizes an escape, and with little apparent thought,
Miguel and Rondell agree to join him. The boys' convoluted travels take them up and down the California
coast and are recorded in Miguel's journal, along with his personal journey of self-discovery. It is frustrating
that the salient event, the one that led to Miguel's incarceration, is kept from readers, and most other
characters, until the end of the book. Once the truth of what happened is exposed, it is difficult to
comprehend the callousness shown to Miguel by other family members; in fact, readers may question why he
was imprisoned at all. The premise of juvenile delinquents on the run, camping out, and trying to survive and
to find themselves will appeal to teens, but the story is just too drawn out to hold the interest of most of
them.—Patricia N. McClune, Conestoga Valley High School, Lancaster, PA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Fast, funny, smart, and heartbreaking...The contemporary survival adventure will keep readers
hooked."-Booklist

"This gripping story about underprivileged teens is a rewarding read."-VOYA

"A furiously paced and gripping novel."-Publishers Weekly

"A story of friendship that will appeal to teens and will engage the most reluctant readers."-Kirkus Reviews

An ALA-YALSA Best Book for Young Readers

An ALA-YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

A Junior Library Guild Selection

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author

We Were Here is Newbery Award-winning author Matt de la Peña’s third novel. He attended the University
of the Pacific on a basketball scholarship and went on to earn a Master of Fine Arts in creative writing at San
Diego State University. He lives in Brooklyn, New York, where he teaches creative writing. Look for Matt's
other books, Ball Don’t Lie, Mexican WhiteBoy, I Will Save You, and The Living, for which he received the
Pura Belpré Author Honor Award, all available from Delacorte Press. You can also visit him at
mattdelapena.com and follow @mattdelapena on Twitter.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this We Were Here.

Jeanne Linder:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book We Were Here. All type of book could you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Joan McCorkle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that We Were Here book as beginner and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Roxie Jenkins:

This We Were Here are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this We Were Here can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this We Were Here giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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