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In This Bitter Earth, Sugar Lacey is on her way out of Bigelow, Arkansas,
where she’d come to break with the past. With her worn leopard-print suitcase
and her head held high, she walks past the prying eyes of its small-minded, cruel-
hearted townsfolk, praying for the strength to keep going. She doesn’t stop until
she arrives at her childhood home in Short Junction.  Here she learns the truth
about her parentage: a terrible tale of unrequited love, of one man’s enduring
hatred, and of the black magic that has cursed generations of Lacey women.  A
powerfully realized novel that brings back the unforgettable characters from
Sugar, McFadden’s bestselling debut, This Bitter Earth is a testament to the
ultimate triumph of the human spirit.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In a heartfelt but lackluster sequel to her critically acclaimed debut, Sugar, McFadden follows Sugar as she
attempts to heal her physical and emotional wounds. In the winter of 1955, Sugar Lacey leaves her man, the
evil Lappy Clayton, in Bigelow, Ark., to return to Short Junction only 10 miles, but a world away. The Lacey
sisters, who raised Sugar from birth and employed her in their house of ill repute, welcome her back and
answer her questions about her parents. When all three sisters die, Sugar receives her inheritance, and would
live comfortably if not for the ghosts of the past that won't leave her in peace. Finally, in 1965, she is drawn
to St. Louis to seek out her old friend Mary. Appalled to discover that Mary's home has become a heroin den
and her granddaughter a junkie, Sugar bravely and selflessly tries to save the young girl. This ordeal and a
subsequent bus trip to Bigelow featuring a harrowing episode of racial intimidation are the best scenes in the
novel as McFadden captures the horrors of drug addiction and the zeitgeist of a racist South. Unfortunately,
the rest of the novel is too full of Sugar's victimization: suffering the pain of her past, she lacks much of the
fiery fighting spirit that made her appealing and sympathetic in the first novel. Agent, James Vines.
(Feb.)Forecast: Bookstores should not discount a built-in audience and praise for McFadden's past work
from such notables as Toni Morrison and Terry McMillan.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this sequel, the heroine of Sugar, McFadden's debut best seller, learns about her past.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Redemption and reunion figure prominently in McFadden's sequel to Sugar (2000), this time focusing on the
life of the mysterious woman who came to the small town of Bigelow, Arkansas, and unleashed gossip,
passions, and long-buried secrets. Having survived a near-fatal slashing, Sugar Lacey retraces her sorrowful
life--back to Short Junction and the Lacey sisters who raised her in a whorehouse, back to St. Louis and
Mary who helped her recover, and finally back to Bigelow to reconcile her past. But she returns with Mercy,
Mary's drug-addicted granddaughter, now an orphan. The 1960s and the Vietnam War have taken their toll
on the residents of Bigelow, compounding the human frailties of grief and revenge and the power of secrets.
Sugar is reunited with solid Joe Taylor, emotionally fragile Pearl, angry Seth, and reticent J. J. But her tragic
past also returns in the person of Lappy Clayton, who threatens to destroy the place Sugar has made for
herself. To fully understand and appreciate this complex, vivid novel, be sure to read Sugar first. Vanessa
Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

The book This Bitter Earth can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book This Bitter Earth? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book This Bitter Earth has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read
a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carol Anthony:

This book untitled This Bitter Earth to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
you to past this e-book from your list.

Floyd Eichner:

This This Bitter Earth is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having This Bitter Earth in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt which?

Tonette Land:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely This Bitter Earth. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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