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After many years of research, award-winning historian Hugh Thomas portrays, in
a balanced account, the complete history of the slave trade.

Beginning with the first Portuguese slaving expeditions, he describes and
analyzes the rise of one of the largest and most elaborate maritime and
commercial ventures in all of history. Between 1492 and 1870, approximately
eleven million black slaves were carried from Africa to the Americas to work on
plantations, in mines, or as servants in houses. The Slave Trade is alive with
villains and heroes and illuminated by eyewitness accounts. Hugh Thomas's
achievement is not only to present a compelling history of the time but to answer
as well such controversial questions as who the traders were, the extent of the
profits, and why so many African rulers and peoples willingly collaborated.
Thomas also movingly describes such accounts as are available from the slaves
themselves.
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After many years of research, award-winning historian Hugh Thomas portrays, in a balanced account, the
complete history of the slave trade.

Beginning with the first Portuguese slaving expeditions, he describes and analyzes the rise of one of the
largest and most elaborate maritime and commercial ventures in all of history. Between 1492 and 1870,
approximately eleven million black slaves were carried from Africa to the Americas to work on plantations,
in mines, or as servants in houses. The Slave Trade is alive with villains and heroes and illuminated by
eyewitness accounts. Hugh Thomas's achievement is not only to present a compelling history of the time but
to answer as well such controversial questions as who the traders were, the extent of the profits, and why so
many African rulers and peoples willingly collaborated. Thomas also movingly describes such accounts as
are available from the slaves themselves.
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Editorial Review

Review
Robert B. Edgerton National Review Hugh Thomas has given us the most comprehensive account of the
Atlantic Slave Trade ever written.

Gregory Kane Baltimore Sun The Slave Trade is more than just a history of the transatlantic peddling of
human flesh. It is the story, in microcosm, of four continents: Europe, Africa, North America, and South
America. Thomas weaves a tale of merchants and slaves; of diplomats and clergymen; of philosophers,
statesmen, abolitionists, and rulers that readers will find surprisingly engaging.

John Thornton The New York Times Book Review Well researched...engaging...a fine narrative history.

Hardy Green Business Week Masterly....With its uncompromising show of erudition drawn from a wealth of
original and secondary sources, The Slave Trade is an indispensable account of a repugnant institution.

Barbara Stanton Detroit Free Press Thomas has taken a sprawling subject and turned it into a disciplined,
compelling narrative.

From the Back Cover
After many years of research, award-winning historian Hugh Thomas portrays, in a balanced account, the
complete history of the slave trade. Beginning with the first Portuguese slaving expeditions, he describes and
analyzes the rise of one of the largest and most elaborate maritime and commercial ventures in all of history.
Between 1492 and 1870, approximately eleven million black slaves were carried from Africa to the
Americas to work on plantations, in mines, or as servants in houses. The Slave Trade is alive with villains
and heroes and illuminated by eyewitness accounts. Hugh Thomas's achievement is not only to present a
compelling history of the time but to answer as well such controversial questions as who the traders were, the
extent of the profits, and why so many African rulers and peoples willingly collaborated. Thomas also
movingly describes such accounts as are available from the slaves themselves.

About the Author
Hugh Thomas is the author of The Spanish Civil War, Conquest, and many other books. A former Chairman
of the Centre for Policy Studies (U.K.), he was made Lord Thomas of Swinnerton in 1981. He is currently a
University Professor at Boston University. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Elliott:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The SLAVE TRADE: THE STORY OF THE ATLANTIC
SLAVE TRADE: 1440 - 1870. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book The SLAVE TRADE: THE STORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE
TRADE: 1440 - 1870. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally



foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Dora Dickey:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The SLAVE TRADE: THE
STORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: 1440 - 1870 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Arthur Prince:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The SLAVE
TRADE: THE STORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: 1440 - 1870.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
SLAVE TRADE: THE STORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: 1440 - 1870 your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The The SLAVE TRADE: THE STORY OF THE
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: 1440 - 1870 giving you a different experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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