
Taken

By Edward Bloor

Taken By Edward Bloor

Charity Meyers has only 12 hours to live.

By 2035 the rich have gotten richer, the poor have gotten poorer, and kidnapping
has become a major growth industry in the United States. The children of
privilege live in secure, gated communities and are escorted to and from school
by armed guards.

But the security around Charity Meyers has broken down. On New Year’s
morning she wakes and finds herself alone, strapped to a stretcher, in an
ambulance that’s not moving. If this were a normal kidnapping, Charity would be
fine. But as the hours of her imprisonment tick by, Charity realizes there is
nothing normal about what’s going on. No training could prepare her for what
her kidnappers really want . . . and worse, for who they turn out to be.
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and from school by armed guards.

But the security around Charity Meyers has broken down. On New Year’s morning she wakes and finds
herself alone, strapped to a stretcher, in an ambulance that’s not moving. If this were a normal kidnapping,
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Bloor (Tangerine) shows top form with a gripping novel, set 30 years in the future, that
works as both a thriller and a commentary on the dangerously growing gap between America's rich and poor.
Thirteen-year-old Charity Meyers lives with her father, a dermatologist whose wealth has survived the World
Credit Crash, and her stepmother, a noxious vidscreen personality. Despite all the precautions within the
Meyers' high-security housing development, Charity is kidnapped on New Year's Day 2036—the taken of
the title, also a chess allusion to a didn't-see-it-coming plot twist. Because child-snatching is a major growth
industry in South Florida, Charity has been trained to handle the stress and she knows what should happen.
Within 24 hours, her parents will empty their home vault of its currency, and she will be freed. Pacing the
narrative so readers can feel the clock ticking, the author fills in Charity's back story—the ironic death of her
mother to skin cancer, her days at satschool, where education comes beamed in from an elite Manhattan
academy, her home run by Albert and Victoria, the butler and maid whose very names are regulated by
Royal Domestic Services. Bloor, whose gimlet-eyed view of modern society has occasionally pushed his
narratives to extremes, reigns in the satire to concoct a plausible-enough scenario of the not-too-distant
future, adding just the right measure of consciousness-raising in the dialogue between Charity and a teenage
abductor. Deftly constructed, this is as riveting as it is thought-provoking. Ages 12-up. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Bloor sets his latest novel in Florida, 2035, in a world sharply divided by wealth and race. Kidnapping has
become a "major growth industry," and everyone knows the rules: pay up within 24 hours, and the child is
returned. Thirteen-year-old Charity's rich family lives in the Highlands, a tightly secured gated community;
they have a butler who doubles as a heavily armed security guard. Even so, Charity is "taken." But for some
reason, the payoff goes tragically wrong, and Charity is forced to step outside the rule book and fight for her
life. Although many of the secondary characters are flat, Charity is an appealing observer who looks beyond
class and begins to think for herself. Her calm recounting of the kidnapping scenario increases the tension,
while interspersed flashbacks provide believable details of her disturbing world. This page-turner will grab
readers at the outset, and its unexpected twist at the close will send them back through events to look for
embedded clues. Pair this with Caroline Cooney's Code Orange (2005). Rutan, Lynn

About the Author
Edward Bloor is the author of several acclaimed novels, including London Calling, a Book Sense 76 Top
Ten Selection, and Tangerine, which was an ALA Top Ten Best Book for Young Adults, a Horn Book
Fanfare Selection, and a Bulletin Blue Ribbon Book. He lives in Winter Garden, Florida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Bracey:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Taken book since this book

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Johnnie Nystrom:

This book untitled Taken to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you to past this guide from your list.

Lisa Sullivan:

Exactly why? Because this Taken is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sheila Whitley:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Taken we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Taken. You can more desirable than now.
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